
PR
SR

T 
ST

D
U

.S
. P

os
ta

ge
 P

ai
d

O
gd

en
, U

T
Pe

rm
it 

N
o.

 2
08

____________________________

By Erin Geiger
Editor-in-Chief
____________________________

Because of her love of reading 
and telling stories, Jennifer Nielsen 
shared her passion with Warriors 
on Oct. 28 and 29. 

Nielsen says she’s always known 
she’s wanted to be a writer. “But 
then I also always wanted to be a 
detective, astronomer, spy, actress 
and teacher,” she says. Nielson 
spent some years teaching theater 
and debate, but she continued to 
write stories while doing so. After 
quitting teaching to stay home with 

-
ing like crazy” because she felt like 
her brain was “melting from bore-
dom.”

While reading one book a day, “I 
started to see the mechanics of the 
books.” She adds, “I wasn’t enjoy-
ing the stories, I was just watching 
the mechanics. I started realizing it 
wasn’t enough for me to just read 
anymore. I needed to create. Be-
cause I could see the mechanics, 
I needed to be doing my own sto-
ries.”

At the age of 11, Nielsen made 

length story about a girl who be-
comes trapped in her daydreams 

real. Nielson’s sixth grade story 
might not have been a masterpiece, 
but it led to the path she travels to-
day. 

Reading has been a love of 
Nielsen since childhood. She en-
joyed the Hardy Boys and Encyclo-
pedia Brown series as well as The

Wolves of Willoughby Chase by 
Joan Aiken. After entering junior 
high, she discovered The Outsid-
ers by S.E. Hinton. Hinton being 
published at the young age of 16 
inspired Nielsen to be published 
young as well. 

She wrote different kinds of sto-
ries in spiral notebooks and on an 
electric typewriter. At 20, Nielsen 

-

books, her style changed. She says 
the characters in her head changed 
from adult romantic suspense to 
young adult and children’s fantasy 
characters, prompting her to switch 
genres.

“The Young Adult (YA) genre 
picked me. I started out writing 
for adults because I thought that’s 
who I was, but it just wasn’t good. 

thought of trying a YA book, and it 
wasn’t very good, but I had a blast 
writing it. I realized that’s where 
I belong and since hitting YA, ev-
erything has been uphill,” Nielsen 
explains.

Nielsen’s debut book was Elliot
and the Goblin War, which would 
become a part of The Underworld 

Chronicles series. Her next series 
was the Ascendance trilogy, start-
ing with The False Prince. The
next book will be the sixth book of 
the

One thing most readers don’t 
know about The False Prince is 
that Sage, the main character, was 
originally 16 instead of 14. Nielsen 

and Nobel requirement. “They told 
me they wouldn’t shelf the book 
where they wanted it shelved if 
Sage was older than 14,” Nielsen 
says.

Some authors may say they have
a favorite book, while others pre-
fer not to pick. It’s different for 
Nielsen, though, who says her fa-
vorite book will always be the one 
she’s in the process of writing. She 
adds, “If my favorite book is one 
I’ve already written, it means my 
best is already behind me. If I’m 
going to continue growing as an 
author, then my best always has to 
be ahead.” 

Another thing different from oth-
er authors is Nielsen’s preference 
to write trilogies over stand-alone 
books. She says, “I like trilogies, 
but it’s just because I think really 
big.” She adds, “It’s really hard 
for me to think of something that’s 
contained to 250 pages, because 
my story ideas are so much bigger.”

For those who aren’t as writing 
inclined, writing a book may seem 
impossible with carrying on the 
same idea for chapters and chap-
ters. However, Nielsen says there 
are story ideas everywhere for her. 
She says, “I try to keep myself 
open creatively and when I do that, 
suggestions seem to present them-

selves in little ways. Sometimes 
it’s a total story idea; sometimes 
it’s a trait in a character or a type 
of scene I’d like to write.” She adds 
the most common prompts for her 
are songs and their lyrics, current 
events or dreams she has. 

“I believe that at least once in 
their life, everyone comes up with 
a fabulous story idea. The only dif-
ference is in who decides to act on 
that idea and get it written down,” 
she tells. 

“There is something magical
about having a story idea and be-
ing able to bring it to life,” Nielsen 
says. She even compares having a 
good story idea to having an un-
reachable itch in the middle of her 
back. “Being able to write that idea 

that itch,” she adds.

Early on in her career, Nielsen
learned the value of struggling and 
persevering. “Before I was pub-
lished, I didn’t understand how im-
portant the early struggles in writ-
ing are.  For example, as awful as 
it is to go through the phase of be-
ing rejected, it helps to toughen the 
writer for later times when there’s a 
bad review or poor sales numbers,” 
she says. She also adds it would be 
great to have someone else line edit
mistakes out of a manuscript, so 
it’s ready for submission, “but the 
process of working with a critique
group and learning to see your own 
mistakes is invaluable.”

Although the struggle is impor-

____________________________

By Michelle Hartvigsen
News Editor
____________________________

have been planning and carry-
ing out activities and fundraisers 
the past few months for the an-
nual school event of Weber High’s 
Quarters and Cans.

Every year approaching Christ-
mas, money is raised to help those 
in need who live in Weber’s bound-
aries. Last year there was about 
$19,000 raised, $14,000 of that be-
ing cash donations. Five different 
anonymous families were helped 
with various medical expenses, and 
Christmas was given to 26 families 
within Weber’s boundaries.

This year, the goal is to raise 
$30,000, a goal almost 50 percent 
higher than the previous year, but  
it’s very attainable according to 
Mrs. Pearce, student government 
advisor. 

“We should get involved because
we can get involved,” Pearce says. 
Although raising $19,000 may 
seem like a high achievement, We-
ber High actually raised one of the 
lowest amounts in Weber School 
District.

The focus of Quarters and Cans 
this year is to help Erin Nightin-
gale, a visually impaired senior at 
Weber High. Equipment will be 
given to her to assist her with to-
day’s technology, so she can use it 
in college. 

Green Acres Elementary will also 
receive equipment for their special 
needs department. Green Acres has 
the most special needs classes in 
the area, with students transferring 
from different school boundaries 
to get the classes provided there. 
Specialized equipment will be 

helpful for these students who have 

with speech development, physical
needs, reading assistance or other
areas.

Not only will the money raised
help Nightingale and Green Acres 
Elementary, but Christmas will be 
given to two or three families in
each elementary school that feeds 
into Weber High. 

Helping families with Christ-
mas is Student Body President 
Tyson Lund’s favorite part about
Quarters and Cans. “Nothing at all
beats being able to deliver the gifts 
for Christmas to the families and
watching kids as they get so excit-
ed to see the presents. That is what 
makes the whole entire thing worth
it!” says Lund.

Activities to raise money have
already started. During Homecom-
ing Week before the evening pep 
rally, students paid money to take 
swings with a bat at a Car Smash.
Students and community mem-
bers also came together to support 
Quarters and Cans at the Spoo-k 
5K. Teams of community and stu-
dents also took part in a dodgeball 
tournament on Nov. 9, and a vol-
leyball tournament on Dec. 7.

Hunger Games fans counted
down the days until the premiere
of Catching Fire, the second movie
made after the successful books by
Suzanne Collins. Weber High stu-
dents had the privilege of viewing
Catching Fire even earlier than the
public premiere at the Cinemark
Tinseltown Theater in the local
Newgate Mall on Wednesday, Nov.
20. Forty percent of the proceeds 
went to Quarters and Cans.

Young adult author teaches about creativity

Jennifer Nielsen enlightened students about her experienc-
es as an author. She gave tips on how to channel creativity. 

Giving little makes big 
impact with fundraiser
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Photo by Cara Darr

To start the annual Quarters 
and Cans service project, 

Warriors attended a spirited 
assembly where over $5,000 was 
raised. As various donation goals 
were met, teachers, coaches and 

students faced  various 
challenges.

 (photos clockwise from top left) 
After raising $500, all sopho-

the week. Tanner McKay is one 
of Santa’s elves. 

Principal Talbot the best way to 
eat pizza during the pizza 

challenge.
Senior Megan Keith performs 
the song,  “Hallelujah,” and 

SBO President Tyson Lund ex-
plains the importance of Quar-

ters and Cans. 
Another challenge was for the 

Goodrich adds cotton balls to 
the marshmellow creme that is 
on top of Gunner Poulson’s and 

Chase Cragun’s heads. 

All in the Spirit of Christmas

Photos by Levi Easley

“There is some-
thing magical 
about having a 

story idea and be-
ing able to bring it 

to life.”



NEWS December 2013Warrior News2

Author Jennifer Nielsen displays her novels The False 
Prince and The Runaway King.

tant, she does provide a little help 
to aspiring writers and authors, 
usually through tips on her blog. 

“If I’m teaching or speaking at a 
conference or event, please try to 
come. I will try to give encourage-
ment as often as I can, because the 
most important lesson I’ve learned 
is that persistence does pay off,” 
Nielsen says.

In Nielsen’s opinion, the hardest 
part about being an actual author 
is waiting. “There’s so much wait-
ing in this business, and I’m not a 
patient person. It drives me crazy. 
It’s like run, run, run, run, run and 
then stop.” She thinks one of the 
reasons some author are “messes” 
is because of this waiting. 

Nielsen stays grounded during 
all of the hype and attention that 
comes from writing. Even on her 
busiest, craziest days, she comes 
home to be a wife and mother. 

“Fame is not a real thing. I come 
home at night, and it doesn’t matter 
what I’ve done in the day. All my 
kids care about is what’s for din-
ner. It’s just this little pocket, and 
author fame is even worse fame 
because no one knows your face. 
Only book nerds really know your 
name unless you make it to mega-

six make it to that. At the end of the 
day, I don’t think about [the fame] 

much, because I still have to go 
home and cook dinner.”

During Nielsen’s presentations, 
she didn’t just talk about writing,  
she focused on creating.  She began 
the presentation by asking every-
one if they were musicians, actors, 
writers, painters and so on, and 
then outlined the process everyone 
uses when creating. 

Step one: Recognizing the cre-
ative spark. Nielsen says creativity 
doesn’t just “strike like lightning.”

Step two: Conditioning or giv-
ing ideas the right environment to 
grow. Nielsen listed a couple things 
to help create a good environment 

knowledge base, focused distrac-
tions like walks and showers, and 
freedom to fail. 

Step three: Remember growth
and limitations are the mothers of 
creativity. She advised creators not 

try. Play the “What if, Who, and 
Why” game. 

Step four: Execute or taking a 
developed idea and giving it life. 
Nielsen also gave advice to take 
risks: do what hasn’t been done and 
dream big. 

“You get to big dreams by run-
ning,” Nielsen says. She adds cre-
ativity isn’t something people are 
born with and can and should be 
taught every day, so it can be de-
veloped. “It isn’t magic, it’s a pro-
cess,” she says. “Do not procrasti-
nate brilliance.”

____________________________

By Miriam Gameros
News Editor
____________________________

It’s the most wonderful time of 
the year… preparing for college. 
Applying for scholarships and 
loans is what many seniors, and 
some juniors, are stressing over. 
Financial aid is also on their check-
lists; however, some students hope 
Weber High will pay for some of 
their education. 

“I’m currently going to the ATC
in Ogden to be a machinist. From 
what I know, Weber is paying a 
fraction of the tuition,” said senior 
Aaron Soto. 

Soto is not just hoping for mon-
ey to land in his lap from Weber, 
though. He is also a part time cus-
todian and uses some of his own 
money for his schooling expenses. 

Although Soto is going to col-
lege before high school graduation, 
he is not living the college life. “I 
am really just going for the career 
part of school. I just want to get it 
all over with already. To be frankly 
honest, it is not fun; it’s actually 
pretty boring. I am also taking sev-
eral machine related classes at We-
ber right now, so that really helps 
out,” said Soto. 

Warriors have also found taking 
AP classes and college classes are 
an advantage when applying for 
colleges. Even though juniors and 
seniors often sign up for more vig-
orous classes, sophomores should 
also consider advance classes. 

“Sophomores need to develop 
good study habits,” said counselor 
Jen Paige. “If students start devel-
oping good study habits as sopho-
mores, by the time they are seniors, 
they will transition well into col-
lege.”

“I am currently taking a couple 
college classes and a few AP class-
es,” said senior Shayla Ocegueda. 
“I don’t really want to stress myself 
too much about them, but I know 
those classes will look good on col-
lege applications.” 

She added College Admission 

-
es are taken and the sooner college 
classes are taken, the less they have 

semester of college. 
Many students decide to take 

the vocational education path after 
high school. “I want to do some-
thing related to cars and welding. 
That’s the main reason I am taking 
a bunch of auto and welding class-
es,” said senior Braden Dyer. He is 
also planning on attending the ATC 
the following semester. 

“After the ATC, I will be going 
to Weber State University for four 
years. Throughout college I will be 
a cadet. After that I will be a sec-
ond lieutenant and on active duty, 
so I will ship out and volunteer to 
deploy and serve,” said Dyer. Dyer 
believes being in the army is a great 
help for him since it will pay for 
part of college and housing once 
he goes to Weber State University.
  Another expense college bound 
students consider is living costs. 
According to Nikki Freeman, Ya-
hoo Contributor, it is recommended 
to live on campus freshman year or 
if living on campus is not possible, 
live near the campus. Freeman said 
by staying close to campus, it will 
eventually be a natural habitat to 
freshman, and staying on campus 
also allows meeting new students 
who could help out with some 
homework or giving insight on 
which classes are required. 

Even though Ocegueda likes the 
idea of staying on campus, it would 
be an additional fee; not just of a 
few dollars but hundreds. “Besides, 
if I were to stay at a dorm,  I would 
starve,” said Ocegueda.

college textbooks are an added 
expense. “I am going to use my 
money to buy text books because 
the Army is already paying for a 
good majority of tuition. And the 
ATC might also pay for some of the 
tuition for Weber State,” said Dyer.

be hard for some students, but 
that’s not the case for Brian Niel-
son. “Since my dad actually works 
at Weber State, my tuition will only 
be half price of what I would have 
been originally paying,” said Niel-
son, senior. “But I do have a job 
right now, and I am planning on 
starting a year after high school. I 
want to take a break from school 
for a while. Shocking right?” said 
Nielson.

college, Paige says counselors send 
out emails to all Warriors through 
student email. They list websites 
that will offer information regard-

“A good website to check out 

scholarship information is fastweb.
com and utahfutures.org,” said 
Paige. “Also, checking with par-

help is a good idea,” said Paige.
One thing freshman often look 

forward to is the college social life. 
Joining clubs and parties sounds 
fun, but will it interfere with 
schooling?

“Just because I am going to col-
lege does not mean I have to be 
super studious. I mean, I will go to 
class and everything, but I want to 
get involved. I think it will be su-
per fun. I will be more independent 
and more of an adult in a way,” said 
Ocegueda.

To also prepare for post high 
school life, a college plan is some-
thing every teen should keep in 
mind. “Researching what college 
you want to go to is something you 
need to do. Also, research what 
majors they have,” said Paige. 

“Make sure to visit the college 
and meet with the advisor in the 
department you want to major in. 
That way you can get to know the 
college and major better,” added 
Paige.

Ocegueda agrees college shop-
ping and looking at what schools 
offer are good ideas. “I want to 
keep an open mind and make the 
college experience a learned one; 
not just through the classes I take, 
but through other different per-
spectives and experiences,” said 
Ocegueda.

Planning on going to college is 
one thing, but it is another thing ac-
tually going to college. Seniors feel 
self-discipline is something to keep 
in mind when being determined to 
go to college. 

“I need to push myself to start 
college; otherwise, I know I will 
just put it off and end up going too 
late or maybe not at all. So once I 
am done with high school and my 
technical career at the ATC, I hope 
to be set and ready to start attend-
ing college to study psychology,” 
said Ocegueda.
  College is a big step in gradu-
ates’ lives, and most are ready to 
move out of their comfort zone. “I 

about my applications. I think I am 
ready for college,” said Ocegueda.

“Actually, I don’t think I am 
ready for college, I know I’m ready 
for college,” she added. 

One of the many responsibilities of counselors is to guide students planning for their edu-
cational and vocational futures. Counselor Jennifer Paige advises Kieran Caywood, junior, 
about future classes. 

Counselors
encourage
early
college
planning

Author continues
from page 1

Photo by Cara Darr

Photo by Levi Easley
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2361 North 400 East
801-737-5553

Buy a footlong 
and make it a 

FREE 
meal deal!

Come try our Cheese burger!

Come get our 
Fried Pickles!

____________________________

By Levi Easley
Photo Editor
____________________________

At the 2011 Speech and Debate 

Don’t mess 
up.”

____________________________

By Katie Montgomery
Editorial Editor
____________________________

Team shows their unity at a football game. (from left to 
right): Cambria Wicks, Caitlin Toponce, Kimberly Po-
pham, Katherine Sowby, Linzee Hall, Abbi Fletcher and 
Elise Wilkinson.

Colorguard, winterguard offers
scholarships, fun opportunities

Debate
develops
life-long
skills

Sophomore Natchaipat Samchun and senior John Lewis 
prepare for upcoming debate. Photo by Braxten Fulmer

Photo by Ellie May Kerr



NEWS December 2013Warrior News4

____________________________

By Landon Wood
Assistant to the Chief
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More students tune 
in for Warrior news

Seniors Jackson Kerbs and Kyle Checketts are both an-
chors for Warrior TV news. They enjoy informing students 
each week on current activities. 

Working hard to make WTV a success are seniors Brigham 
Harris, Nathan Arrington, Alec Alman and Noah Wilcock.

Teachers advise against 
homework procrastination

“Over thinking 
the list will cause 

more stress and the 
tasks to seem more 

daunting.”

Preparing for the next semester,

Photos by Brittany Slater



NEWSDecember 2013 Warrior News 5
____________________________

By
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With a new school year comes 
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Students 
lose their
cash to
machines

Throughout mankind’s history,

Music can express more than 
emotions. It can express hope un-
like those relentless awkward feel-

emotion such as joy, hatred, sink-
ing depression or anxiety. One 
three minute track can relieve angst 
while bringing in positive vibes. 

Legends such as Bob Marley be-
lieved music could tear down limi-
tations. Marley also believed peace 
and love could bring different kinds 
of people together for a common 
goal.

John Lennon fought against the
world by using his music to de-
clare about love and peace.  Len-
non felt war was wrong because of 
the death of innocent soldiers. He 
revolted against the norm by using 
music and creating songs that made 
people everywhere unite.  His song 
“Bed Peace” had the message if 
you don’t leave your bed, then you 

States government actually tried to 

deport John Lennon because many 
American’s idolized him and fol-
lowed his music’s messages.

Because of Lennon’s music mes-
sages, college students burned their 
draft cards in front of cops which 
caused many of them to go to jail. 
During wartime, if you burned a 
draft card it was punishable by 
people going to jail for refusing to 
go to war.  

Music had importance even dur-
ing the beginning years of Rock ‘n’ 
Roll. Women were not allowed to 
show their knees, let alone much 
skin. But once Rock ‘n’ Roll came 
out, it changed the way women 
dressed and attitudes of young 
Americans. Rising stars such as 
Elvis Presley even helped change 
the views of many racist groups of 
people.

Elvis was said to have the voice 
of a black man, but he was white. 

helped make people believe that if
someone like Presley could sound
like a black man while being white,
they could defeat racism.

Music is powerful enough to
bring people together for a com-
mon goal, whether big or small.
Music can help people visualize
goals they thought weren’t pos-
sible.

Even going to a concert can bring
people together from different so-
cial groups or different lifestyles.
Music has defeated feelings of self-
image problems by letting people
feel comfortable in their own shoes.

Music has changed my life, and I
believe it can help anyone achieve
goals for anything that they are pas-
sionate about.  Artists of all types
make songs to help defeat stigmas

the importance of music.

By Xavier Switzer
WHS Senior

Is one little text really so im-
portant that you’d put your life 
at risk while you’re on the road? 
You might not even think about 
it; maybe it’s just a bad habit. But 
honestly, it’s a bigger problem than 
you might think. 

By texting and driving, people 
are not only putting themselves in 
danger of an accident, but they are 
also putting others at risk. Wheth-
er they are passengers in their car 
or people in other vehicles on the 
road, a texting driver is dangerous 
behind the wheel. 

Look at the last text you received 
on your phone. Would replying to 
that text be worth getting in a car 
accident? I hope not. 

against texting and driving called 
“It Can Wait.” On one of their 
many websites made in response 

is the same as drinking four beers.” 
After hearing about this campaign 
and learning more hazards and facts 
of distracted driving, many people 
from all over the country are taking 
the pledge to refrain from texting 
while driving. 

People affected by car accidents 
due to texting have felt a huge 
change in their lives; whether they 
caused the accident, were a victim 
of a distracted driver or lost a fam-

ily member or a friend in an ac-
cident caused by a careless driver 
who was texting behind the wheel. 

According to an article posted 
on insurancejournal.com, it reveals 
many statistics of commuters who 
admit to texting while driving. For-
ty-nine percent of commuters ad-
mitted to texting while they drive, 
and 10 of those people say that 
three years ago, texting and driving 
wasn’t a problem for them. 

Many people who have the dan-

gerous habit of texting at the wheel 
probably don’t even fully under-
stand the risks they’re taking. Any 
form of distracted driving could be 
deadly, but it seems as though tex-
ting and driving for us, especially 
as teenagers, is hard not to do. 

Our worlds revolve around our
technology, and we’re all about 

As texting on roads becomes more 
popular, accident rates increase

Let’s just say I get peacefully 
robbed by a vending machine or 
two several times during a school 

multiple times, right in plain sight. 
One would think school is a rob-
bery-free zone, but not in Weber’s 
commons.

When lunch starts and the com-
mons is packed with people going 
to and from lunch, the machine 
is making bank off of stolen, en-

thing about it is there is no snack, 
lost money and there is no way to 
punish the vending machine (you 

money I’ve lost to the machines is 
low, which is fortunate, but it’s still 
a loss. I could conduct a survey on 
the machines’ delivery of product 

-
ing machines are not delivering as 
much product as what it is gaining 
in money. I spoke to the book keep-
er to discuss what happens to me 
and other students on these occa-

own risk.”
Although they are correct about 

using the vending machines at our 
own risk, what about the manu-
facturer or company that contracts 
through Weber High to allow the 
machines to sit in the commons? 
Do not think for one second I’m 
against the vending machines. I’m 
all for the vending machines, but 
I want a higher rate of getting my 
product and a little less mechanical 
robbery.

Almost every day, I go to the 
vending machines to get a nice, 
cold Sunny D. I sometimes get it 
but more often than not I get ripped 
off, or the machine drops my drink 
and there is no way to retrieve it. 

to commonly stall out and then 
reset to the “waiting for another 

purchase” mode. I’ve had a case of 
paranoia because I have sat in line, 
and the kid in front of me getting a 
snack gets his, but right when I put 
my dollar in the machine, it goes 
full stupid and I sit there in disbe-
lief that my money is gone and the 
snack I want is only separated by 
an inch of breakable glass (don’t 
try; it’s a losing battle breaking the 
machine).

So beware, all who use the ma-
chines. Sophomores, better keep 
that in mind when you go to the ma-
chine, because it can and may just 
steal your cash. However, if you’re 
anything like me, then it’s more of 
an all the time thing. Somebody has 
to keep warning the next incoming 
batch of kids about the felonious 
machines in our commons.

rid-of-it solution. I would prefer for 
our lovely administration to keep 
our machines and the snacks they 
provide for us students. However, 
if the money we put into it keeps 
getting stolen, then we might as 

well not have them at all. Although 
it is a use-at-your-own-risk situa-
tion, something must be done about 
it.

I am tired of losing money and if 
you’re losing money as well, then 
you would probably agree with me. 
Next time the machine takes your 
money, put a big sign on it saying 
“thief” or a more appropriate sign 
signaling students that they may 
lose their money. I’m not encourag-
ing you to vandalize or deface the 
vending machines, but warn other 
students who go to use them.

If at any time your anger sur-
passes mine, then there is a number 
on the top of the machines to call 
and although nothing may be done 
about it, enough calls to the manu-
facturer may spur them to send 

pay a visit to the machines then re-

By Landon Wood
WHS Senior

____________________________

By Meg Henley
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Hakuna Matata means no wor-
ries; the glass is always half full.
When you’re faced with a stressful 
situation, having a positive outlook 
is the best and healthiest way to 
deal with it.

Sophomore Hannah Lagerquist 
said, “My motto is, ‘change what 
you can, accept what you can’t, 
and have the wisdom to know the 
difference.’” Lagerquist added, “If 
you live by that, you won’t be hung 
up on things you can’t change, and 
that helps you keep a positive atti-
tude.”

When people are positive, they 
are banishing stress and keeping 
their body, mind and emotions un-

in people, because they are feeling 

smile and be happy. 
Even better, having a positive at-

titude helps people to make more 
friends. When they are positive, 
people are drawn to them because 
they want to be happy too. And, 

when someone is positive, do-
ing homework becomes faster and 
much easier to do. 

Sharon Halliday, a resident of 
-

tive attitude helps you want to be 
the best you can be. It gives you 
strength to keep going when prob-
lems cross your path.” 

A positive attitude is determined 
by one weird body part, your mind. 
It controls how you move, how you 
act and how you say what you say. 
A mind is built to withstand major 
amounts of stress, excitement, re-
ally everything people go through 
is thought through by their mind.  
Now the determining factor of all 
emotion in the mind is one chemi-

causes the emotions people are ex-
periencing. When someone is really 
happy, his/her body produces large 
amounts of dopamine which acts 

the hyper-streak is after someone 

the dopamine as additional energy.

Vincent Peale, who made his liv-
ing off of positivity. He once said, 
“Change your thoughts, and you 

change your world.”
Shannon Stoddard, sophomore, 

said, “People help you be positive 
or they don’t. You can’t expect to 
hang out with negative people and 
live a positive life.” If you are try-
ing to be positive and there are oth-
ers around you that aren’t, maybe 
it’s time to make some new friends.  

who are living positive lifestyles. 
You aren’t alone.

Being positive makes the jour-
ney through high school, and life 
in general, brighter, better and 
easy going. When people are posi-
tive, it’s easier to look up and see 
the good things, instead of looking 

let a dark cloud slide over their 
heads.

Peale says, “Believe in yourself! 
Have faith in your abilities! With-
out a humble but reasonable con-

cannot be successful or happy.” 
Being happy is the base to be-

a person is, the better he/she gets 
at what they want to do. And when 

to smile!

Instagram, Snapchat and even tex-
ting…it’s all just a huge part of the 
everyday life as a teen. But can’t it 
all wait until we’re not behind the 
wheel? Our safety and the safety of
others are worth more than a status 

-
ple in our area who have been af-
fected by accidents caused by this
problem. I’ve seen so many people
heartbroken from losing a loved 
one in an accident where a driver
was careless and just had to reply 
to a text. Families fall apart and 
people ask, “Why? Why was one 
text so important?” People’s worlds 
shatter all because of the push of a 
few buttons. Sad, isn’t it?

So, maybe we should all think
about what we’re doing. One choice
not to text while driving could save
a life, and wouldn’t you rather be
a hero than a driver who doesn’t 
give it a second thought and causes
something to go wrong that is ir-
reversible? Ask yourself that each 
time you get into the driver’s seat. 

Will you make the pledge to be 
a safe, focused driver? I truly hope 
everyone will because just remem-
ber, a text can always wait. Keep
your eyes on the road. It’s easy, and
it’s so worth it. 

By Abby Wight
WHS Junior

Jarom Ralph

Brigham Bailey

Help serve others this holiday with Quarters & Cans

Give a little....
 It will mean a lot

Weber High School 
430 West Weber High Dr.

476-3700 (fax - 476-3799)
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____________________________

By Meg Henley
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Allegiant is the explosive ending 
to the Divergent Series, written by 
number one New York Times best 
selling author, Veronica Roth. She 

book sometimes can be the worst 
part of a series if the author can’t 
think of anything to write, but Roth 
knows what she’s doing and wrote 
yet another amazing book.

“One choice can transform you.
One choice can destroy you. One 

-
ing on the back of each novel. Each 
book is written about one of these 
choices made by the main char-
acter, Tris Prior. Each book has a 
cliff-hanging ending that will have 
you grabbing for the next book. Al-
legiant

books, Divergent and Insurgent
which are also well-written, action-

-

In Divergent, Tris begins as Bea-
trice, a girl in a dystopian society 

-
tions. These people are the Amity, 
who are peaceful and live in har-
mony; the Candor, who are frank,  
open and fair; the Abnegation  are 
peaceful and live very simply; and 
there are the Dauntless, who are the 
fearless ones. They are in charge of 
protecting the city.

When Tris reaches the age of 16, 
she has to choose a faction. When
she goes in for the faction testing,
she discovers a part of who she is
that she would have never expect-
ed.

When she chooses her faction, 
Tris travels to her new home where 
she meets her supervisor, Four. In 

needs to be able to stay above and 
ahead of the people against “her 

city.
In Insurgent, Tris is at war with

the crumbling city. When the only
family left is Four, staying alive is
a trial that may just bring both of
them to their knees.

Allegiant ties it all together and
leaves you in, of course, an average 

series like that to end. Each chapter
has an action-packed cliff-hanger 
that leaves readers never wanting

-
ish.

The Divergent
a must-read even for those who are 
looking for good books. As some 
people know, the book Divergent
is becoming a movie which will be
released March 21, 2014. I hope 
it will be followed by sequels of 
Roth’s other two novels. If you 
haven’t read her series, I advise you 
to start.

“One choice will transform you,
one choice can Destroy you, one

____________________________

By Emma Swanson
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Rick Riordan has done it again 
with his newest book, House of Ha-
des. The thrilling new book grabs 
attention from page one and doesn’t 
let go until the last page. The book, 
like all of his others, leaves readers 
wanting more. His next book could 
not come any sooner.

In the midst of all the myth, leg-

lies some real life situations rang-
ing from love and lost hope to the 
struggles of dealing with other feel-
ings humans can’t control. You be-
come emotional when you read this 
book, and you can’t help but feel 
bad, excited, or even worried for 
the characters as they go through 
their trials. 

In House of Hades, the team of 
seven must go to the House of Ha-
des to close the doors of death and 
stop all the monsters from coming 
through. On their way, they have 
many challenges. Some big and 
some so small you wonder why the 
challenges take so long. They must 
also get to Greece to stop Gaea from 
rising and destroying the human 
race. They then return the Athena 
Parthenos to Camp Half Blood to 
restore the peace among Camp Ju-
piter and Camp Half Blood. As you 
can see, the book was long for a 
reason.

Riordan adds new challenges, 
new monsters and new enemies 

that the seven Demi-gods must
face. With all the new, sometimes
authors can forget about the old, 
but not Riordan. Old enemies and 
monsters are seeking revenge and 
some of them are beloved charac-
ters from older Heroes of Olympus
books and from the Percy Jackson
and the Olympians series.

Every scene, whether intense or 
tender, are beautifully written. As 
the characters are traveling through 
Tarturus (Hell) or when they are 

their stuff and try to keep it for 
themselves, every character, every 
line and every action are written
with skill, respect and great under-
standing. Even younger age kids 
can read this book and understand
most of what is happening, and 
they will also feel the emotion be-
hind the story. 

As mentioned before, this isn’t
Riordan’s only series. He’s written 
Percy Jackson and the Olympians,
Heroes of Olympus and The Kane 
Chronicles series. The Heroes of 
Olympus is the second or follow up 
series for the Percy Jackson and the 
Olympians series. The series’ don’t 
just share characters, though. They 
share many other things as well.
The Heroes of Olympus mentions
past quests, old characters that are
no longer in the new series and  in-
side jokes from the Percy Jackson
books.

House of Hades is the book to 
read, so grab a blanket, grab the 
book and read. You won’t be disap-
pointed.

1895 Washington Blvd.
801-475-0111

$15 off

Not to be combined with 
other specials

Any regular priced shoe 
or Garmin running watch 

We carry brands from:

Any soccer cleats
50% off 

Limit one coupon 
per pair of shoes

Expires 12/31/13.

____________________________

By Aurora Stevens
Staff Reporter
____________________________

hot chocolate and snowboarding… 
This is a typical high school teen’s 
winter break in Utah.

It’s that time of year where fami-
lies break out the Christmas lights 
and old traditions such as setting up 
the Christmas tree and being grate-
ful are enjoyed. Winter break is the 
time many students look forward to 

Ale Meza, sophomore, likes to 
spend her winter break “staying at 

Meza also likes to do something 
many may not do. She plays soc-
cer, indoor of course. “I like to play 
indoor soccer because it’s fun! I’ve 

The holiday tradition most teens 
have in common is opening paja-
mas on Christmas Eve and making 
desserts with their families. Noth-
ing is better than tearing off that 

-
cially get fresh pajamas to sleep in 
that night. To top that, there is also 
eating some treats before going to 
bed.

Although some teens dread 
spending time with their family, 
the holiday season is when they are 
with their families the most. Jas-
mine Maldonado, junior, said her 
favorite thing about winter break 

is “watching TV, hanging with my 
family; and the fact that there isn’t 
any homework…with most of my 

Along with Christmas, Warriors
also look forward to New Year’s 
Eve and celebrating the entrance 
of a new year. For senior Marcus 
Carter, he plans on “partying it up 

sophomore, hopes this is the year 

she will kiss a boy on New Year’s 
Eve. Other Warriors, like sopho-
more Cindy Treui will follow the 
typical activity. “I will stay up un-
til midnight and watch the count 

Another favorite winter break 
activity is skiing or snowboarding. 
Utah does have the best snow on 
earth. The important question for 
those snow people is ski or snow-

Love. It’s her favorite winter ac-
tivity. She would rather spend her 
winter break playing in the snow 
rather than being bundled up by the 

And for those cold nights, hot 
chocolate or coffee? “Hot choco-
late, especially if it’s from 7-11. It’s 

Rebecca McCroby, sophomore. 
Not feeling like 7-11? Starbucks 

is another Warrior choice for a hot 
drink, ranging from drinks such 
as chai tea, coffee and hot choco-
late. They also serve bakery goods, 
sandwiches, yogurts and more. 

Don’t forget about all the shop-
ping that must get done during the 
holiday season. For some, it’s the 
best part about the season. 

“I love spending time at the mall 
and all the decorations they put up. 

says Ronnie Shelton, sophomore. 
Looking for inexpensive yet fun 

date ideas? According to seven-
teen.com, the most common winter 
date ideas are ice skating, sledding, 

games and watching movies.
Winter break is the best time 

for teens to relax and share the 
holidays with family and friends. 
While most will be out skiing or 
snowboarding, there will also be 
those doing last minute shopping, 
hanging out with friends or having 
fun around the Christmas tree with 
their families.

Karen Martinez (12) – “I’m going 

Morgan Martinez (10) – “Stay-
ing up until midnight to watch the 

Makenzie Malan (10) – “Stay up 
late with family and celebrate the 

Miss Webb

Mrs. Kloempken – “Spend quality 
time with family and do whatever 

Cameron Benally (10) – “I’m go-

Bring this ad in & receive  a 

with the purchase of an equal or 
greater entree and two beverages. 

One coupon per person per visit: Expires 6/30/2014. Not redeemable for cash. 
Cannot be combined with any other coupon or discounts.

24th & Kiesel Avenue, Ogden 801-827-0222 
BRIXTONBAKEDPOTATO.COM

We cater for special events 

Name________________________Email______________________Phone_____________

IN STORE USE ONLY

Holidays:Teens share traditions,
prepare for new year
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Photo by Brittany Slater
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____________________________

By Emma Swanson
Staff Reporter
____________________________

School is tough enough, but 
throw siblings in the mix and it can 
be chaotic. Trying to coordinate 
schedules can be tough and work-
ing with siblings in clubs and ac-
tivities can be annoying, but is that 
really what everyone thinks? Not 

a problem.
Sophomores Trevor Heywood 

older siblings is being compared to 
them. Trevor said, “Everyone calls 
me ‘little Jake.’ I’m my own per-
son!” Bailey agreed adding, “The 
‘oh, you’re Hannah’s little sister’ 

just be Bailey.”
Sophomore Emily Hill says she 

hates it when she greets her sister 
in the school hallway, and her sister 

Another issue that can cause sib-

that older siblings already know 

some siblings. Senior Alexis and 
sophomore Erin Larsen both agree 

Emily Hill and her sister Megan, 
senior, agreed with each other say-

and senior Jake Heywood. Jake 

were hilarious. However, Trevor 
said he didn’t really like hang-

they’re pretty attractive. So yes, 
you could say I like it.”

Another tough part about hav-
ing siblings seems to be balanc-
ing schedules. “I have to drive her 
everywhere: school, games and 
extracurricular. I can’t just get up 
and go, I have to think about her 
schedule as well,” Hannah Porter 
says. However, Alexis Larsen adds 
it’s nice to have someone to go with 

and jobs can be tough, but these 
siblings seem to be able to manage 
that and sometimes help their sib-
ling with homework. Erin Larsen 
says her sister usually knows what 
she is learning and is usually will-
ing to help her when she needs it. 
Emily Hill adds, “Sometimes my 
sister will help me with my home-

work, it just depends on what it is. 
I do help her with her photography 
homework, sometimes.”

While there are some negatives 
about siblings at school together, 

as well. “We are able to relate a lot 
more than we used to. It’s nice be-
ing able to have legitimate conver-
sations with him,” says Jake Hey-
wood.

“I always know there’s someone 
there to have my back,” Bailey Por-

thing about going to school with 
her sister is, “not having to ride the 
bus, and I think we get along better 
with each other now that we’re at 
school together.”

“I know I will never be com-
pletely alone and that I will always 

need her,” says Erin Larsen.

being with their older or younger 
sisters and brothers while in high 

-

___________________________

By Caitlin Toponce
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Autumn is over, temperatures are 
getting colder and the clothes get a 
little cozier. Snow can now be seen 
powdering mountain tops. While 
Thanksgiving and Christmas are 

-

are also several lesser known holi-
days.

-
ent traditions based on culture. For 
most Americans, Christmas is the 

-
ily dinner. What most people don’t 
realize is almost every day there is 
an occasion to celebrate. For exam-
ple, Nov. 3 was National Sandwich 
Day; Nov. 7 Bittersweet Chocolate 
with Almonds Day; Nov. 30 is Stay 
at Home Because You Are Well 
Day; and Dec. 31 is Make Up Your 
Mind Day.

-
ognized. Many people don’t know, 
but there’s a holiday almost every 

Jan. 1 and is dedicated to all the 

people whose name begins with the 
-

loween, Oct. 30, is a holiday; it’s  
National Candy Corn Day.

Another unique holiday is May 

very irritating and useless.

the year, Kelsey Daniels, sopho-
more, said, “The weirdest holiday 
is Cook Something Bold Day. It’s 
weird because cooking something 
bold doesn’t deserve a holiday. You 

Shaylie Bowden, junior, added, 

Like a Pirate Day is the weirdest. 
Pirates don’t deserve a holiday; 
they’re just mean and stealthy.”

-
-
-

ite,” said Brock Gonzales, junior, 

normally don’t.” The most widely 
celebrated holidays are those typi-

-

the holiday spirit. “I like the lights, 
hot chocolate and how much nicer 
people are. I like Christmas time 
the most,” she said.

“The holiday season is just a 

seasons in the year,” says Bowden, 
“and I don’t really know why.”

just like that you can celebrate with 

-
ter,” said Daniels.

the calendar, people could create 
one. When asked what holiday 
he would start, Gonzales said he 
would make Hug a Stranger Day. 

when we have just needed a hug. 
I’d hug every stranger that looked 
like they needed it and pass on a 
good word,” he said. “I’d celebrate 

Among all the days on the cal-
endar, every one has an occasion. 
Whether it is a birthday, an appre-
ciation day or a widely celebrated 
holiday, it depends mostly on the 
day. 

Siblings 
encounter 
teacher
comparison,
annoyances

Unknown dates offer surprises,

Calendar shows every day is a holiday

___________________________

By
Staff Reporter
___________________________

From girly pop to songs about her 

Prism can be enjoyed by everyone. 

God,” which is about her divorce 

shows people a much more grown 
up Perry. 

Prism
her huge hit, Teenage Dream which 

awaiting this album since 2010. It 
sure won’t disappoint them.

Born as Katy Hudson, she started 
out as a gospel musician. Her par-
ents wouldn’t let her listen to any-
thing but that. At 15, Perry started 

gospel songs. She even recorded 
a Christian album with a Christian 
music label in 2001.

music idol at the time was Alanis 
Morissette. In 2007 she signed a 

-
cords and took on her stage name, 
Katy Perry.

In June 2008, she released her 
One of the 

Boys. This is when she started pro-
ducing hits, like “I Kissed a Girl,”
“Hot N’ Cold,” “ ”
and “Waking Up in Vegas.”

“Teenage Dream” was released 

Girls,” “Teenage Dream,” “Fire-
work,” “E.T.” and “Last Friday 
Night (T.G.I.F.).” Perry became the 

one hits. She even topped record 

hit album, Bad.

in tabloid headlines concerning her 

want a deeper look inside Perry’s 

Katy Perry: Part of Me. You see a 

than just a singer and stage per-

Prism
ashes, so to speak. Even though 
this album is more grown up, it will 

still get people dancing and singing 
along.

-
bum is the song “Unconditionally.” 
The song starts out a bit slow, but 
it steps up the beat and gets listen-
ers singing along with Perry. In this 
song, Perry dedicates her love to 
John Mayer, unconditionally. 

close with Perry because she brings 
-

ships. She tells how she perseveres 
through her darkest time. Perry al-

divorce. Her sister and people who 
cared about her helped her through 
her dark days. This song really lets 
you know that she came back to 

-

(T.G.I.F.).”
Prism is 

Top 100 list.
“I got the eye of the tiger, a 

lion.”
Once again, Perry discloses how 

she was determined to overcome 

However, when I listen to the 

song “This Moment,” I immediate-
ly want to belt it out with Perry. It’s 
about living in this exact moment; 

-
cause I think people today get so 

remember that and just live right
now.

In the song “Dark Horse,” I real-
ly liked the collaboration Perry did 

not your typical Katy Perry. The 

The song “Birthday” is a disco 
throwback. You basically wish it
was your birthday while you listen 

a typical everyday song, though.

have to be “International Smile.” 

about it that I don’t like. Maybe it’s 
when Perry talks through the song 

admit, it’s annoying. 
Perry said in a recent interview 

about Prism that she wants the 
-

er, just so they can listen to it and 
relate however way they want and 
need to. I think Perry did exactly
that. Each song will relate to the 
listener in their own unique way.

To sum up this album, I’d say it’s 
not who you thought Katy Perry
was or how she usually writes and 
sings her music. That’s why I just
love it. She’s not just a one hit won-
der. She’s honest and lets all her
emotions out.

No matter what, I’m a Katy Per-

and it is shown in her music. I rec-
ommend this album to anyone who 
likes pop and good lyrics that are 

801-737-3104 
2357 N. 400. E 

North Odgen

Warriors -come in for our great 
deals at
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12 inch pizza, Bread Sticks & 
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_________________________________________________________

By Elizabeth Josephson
Feature Editor
_________________________________________________________

is “someone who exhibits positive behavior; someone I can learn from.” 
Tanner McKay, sophomore, said a role model is “someone who can work 

the church side, the family side and the friend side,” said senior Auston 
Tesch. He continued, “There are role models all around us, and I think 
if we just take the best we can learn from each of them, we can make 
ourselves better people.” 

Family members seem to be named most often as role models. McKay 
said his role model is his dad who is “such a hard worker” and always has 

Justine Zaccardi, junior, chose her dad as her role model. About her 

lets anyone down.” 
Tesch also chose his dad “because he is just so responsible and car-

especially the people he cares about.”
Marlee Satterthwaite, senior, said her mom is “always happy, all the 

Butler thinks it is better to have a role model people know as opposed 

-
ior.

Some Warriors feel celebrities can be positive role models. McKay 

-

kind to everybody as we can and just say “Hi” to people” said McKay,

Weber and feels a special responsibility to reach out to other students. 

his best to “make them proud.”

hard work and determination. “This year they worked hard and showed 
everybody they can win, and that hard work pays off.”  

Zaccardi said role models could be teachers and other students in our 

Other role models Warriors chose included teachers. “A lot of the 

____________________________

By Miriam Gameros
News Editor
____________________________

Death Cab for Cutie, an Ameri-
can alternative rock band formed 

You into the Dark” and are noted 
for their use of unconventional in-
struments as well as their unique 

-

could be called early innovators of 
rock and roll. All these artists are 
diverse and found on the iPods of 
Weber Warriors.

evolved for the better. From 2001, 
Apple came up with the Classic 
iPod, which typically held up to 10 

Now iPods can hold up to 7,000 

music, Apple has also made it ac-
cessible to take pictures while lis-

HD videos and show movies. 
Several Warriors have their lis-

-
ods.

“I usually just listen to what is on 

is current and hip,” said sophomore 

iTunes. 
-

ment would be “Sail” by Awolna-

tion. Even if it is so last summer, 

indecisive about what her favorite 

which is my favorite band on my 
iPod, some of the bands I have re-

Bear, Brand New, Beastie Boy and 
Modest Mouse.” 

these bands? “Pandora and You-
Tube are basically the main sources 
that introduced me to these bands 
that I now call my favorites. Some 
friends have also told me about 
similar bands and that is basically 
how they end up in my iPod,” Oce-

Some people just put their iPod 

they want at the moment. Oth-
ers actually choose the music de-

is upbeat, slower, or maybe even 

“As weird as it may sound, I nor-
mally put rap music on my iPod 
because it improves my self es-

my iPod,” said Aaron  Soto, senior.

some people may instantly think 
they are some sort of delin-
quent. However, teens often use 
the type of music they listen to 
as a safe rebound when no one 
is there for them or to relax from 
daily troubles. “When I listen 
to rap, I feel as if someone lis-
tens to my troubles,” Soto added. 

Often rap music has been ste-

talks about nonsense. Some people
may like that, but Soto chooses
this music for a different reason. 

on my iPod,” Soto said.
Every now and then there is a

it is hated, it just stays on an iPod.
“As much as I really do not like

“What Makes you Beautiful” by

-

-

with Brian Adams to Toad the Wet
Sprocket and maybe even some
Taylor Swift.

“Currently, I have really liked 
Lorde, Monsters and Taylor Swift. 

hers,” said Principal Wardle.
Even the principal has that one

favorite, but it can still be found 

Carly Rae Jepsen. Those two are

my iPod!” said Wardle. 
There is diverse taste in music

at Weber, and to some students, 
music is more than just “music.” 

it, “It is your escape from reality.”

Good role models offer
guidence to students

N.Suzann Habid (12): Rihanna, 
Eminem     and    Drake. “I really 
enjoy this music because it makes 
me feel happy and able to do any-

Mr. Wardle: Toad the Wet 
Sprocket, Bryan Adams and Lorde        

Vann Rollins (10): Social Distor-Savanna Godlewski (11): Sleep- John Child (12): Tech N9ne, Luke 
Bryan and Mumford and Sons “I 
like a lot of different music because 
there is so much music out there to 
discover.”

Reilly Shook (11): Parachute, 30 
Seconds to Mars and Luke Bryan 
“Happy music about love really 
just makes me feel happy too”

Music interests show teens unique personalities

Dec 31, 2013

FREE 

Regular 6” BLIMPIE Sub with the purchase of 
any sub and drink of equal or greater value

Free Gourmet cookie 
with any purchase

Text BLIMPIE to 25328 and 
get a free quick-bite sub! 

Harrisville Location - 518 NORTH 325 EAST 
(801) 737-9302

Roy Location - 5605 SOUTH 1900 WEST 
(801) 779-2000

Dec 31, 2013

Poll by Claudia Schneider

What’s on your iPod?

Kirts
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of Shake
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Bernardo, (Matt Taylor),  has a great time dancing with 
Anita, (Alexa Jorgenson), at the big dance at a gym. 

A close encounter between Velma (Lindsay Albrechtsen) 
and Riff (Ryan Liston), shows their passion for one another.

The star-crossed lovers, Tony (Jake Heywood) and Maria, 
sing about their love for one another other. They must hide 
their love from their friends, family and rival gangs.

leader of the Jets.

right): The Jets perform “Cool” as the tension heats up against the rival gang. 

discusses meeting men with Anita.

____________________________

By
News Editor
____________________________

West Side Story is a tale of two 
rival gangs – the Puerto Rican 
Sharks and the Polish-American 
Jets. The setting takes place in 
1950’s New York. The two main 
characters, Maria and Tony are star 
crossed lovers from the separate 
gangs. Sound familiar? Inspired by 
Romeo and Juliet, West Side Story
was a book by Arthur Laurents 
and then turned into a Broadway 
musical with music from Leonard 
Bernstein and choreography and 
direction under Jerome Robbins.

This year at Weber High School,  
director Mark Daniels chose West 
Side Story as the fall musical, 
casting Jake Heywood, senior, 
as Tony;  Hannah Porter, senior, 
as Maria; Ryan Liston, senior, 
as Riff; Alexa Jorgensen, senior, 
as Anita; Matt Taylor, senior, as 
Bernardo; along with  many others 

dedicated cast, a great director, and 
a powerful story with wonderful 
songs, I knew this was going to be 
an amazing production.

The setting/stage creation for 
West Side Story was permanent for 
the whole production. I liked that it 
stayed the same because I wasn’t 
distracted every time the lights 
went dark. There was enough room 
for the cast to be on stage during the 

it was smart to have permanent 
scenery. The stage was supposed to 

be a kind of run-down, scary area 
where hoodlums would hang out. 
One thing I liked was the windows 
to the different apartments and the 
balcony in a couple scenes where 
Maria talks to Tony. This reminded 
me of Romeo and Juliet, adding to 
the list of similarities.

Since the Sharks are Puerto 
Rican, these cast members had to 
get spray tans, and some dyed their 
hair black or wore wigs. It was 

to school tanner and with darker 
hair, but I think this also showed 
the level of their dedication to 
the production. It also added the 
realism to the characters. Although 
the spray tans made a few people 
look orange, overall on the stage it 
was easy to tell apart the different 
gangs.

The plot of West Side Story really
starts to take off when Tony and 
Maria meet up at a dance. Them 
liking each other results in bad 
threats and them having to meet 
secretly. The next day, a rumble 

choreography, viewers were 
captivated by the characters. By the 
end of the scene, through a twist of 
events, Maria and Tony questioned 
their true devotion for each other.

The plot of this story is simple 
and understandable. Even if 
viewers hadn’t seen the musical or 

complicated.  The theme of West 
Side Story is to not judge people 
by their appearance and to accept 
everyone. The two gangs have such 

strong hatred towards each other 
that two people can’t even like each 
other without someone dying.

The actors did a fantastic job. 
Heywood captures his role and 
is convincing as he shows he has 
moved on from the gang life and 
how much he loves Maria. He also 
has a wonderful voice.

Porter, I thought, had some pretty 
tough acting scenes, but she, too, 
was dynamic and did them very 
well. Because her character is 
Puerto Rican, she had to not only 
talk with an accent, but sing with it 
as well. That probably wasn’t easy, 
but she made her character very 
believable.

romantic tragedy. It shows romance 
because of Tony and Maria falling 
in love, and it represents a tragedy 
because of the deaths that happen 

in the story. Viewers had chills and
tears by the end of the second act.

I loved West Side Story! The
music is wonderful and the pit 
orchestra did a fantastic job. I
loved all of the songs: “Tonight,”

and “A Boy Like That” being some 
of my favorites. 

Mr. Daniels and his crew have 
done it again with another great
production. All of the cast members
showed their many performance
strengths as they sang, danced and
even fought.

If you’re looking for some fun, 
audition for next year’s musical
because these performers showed 
how much they enjoyed being in a 
play. And if you are not a performer,
make sure you catch the next WHS 
production. Tickets for Tarzan will 
be sold starting Dec. 18.

West Side Story shows 
WHS musical talents



Christmas time offers
tidings of gift giving
____________________________

By Erin Geiger
Editor-in-Chief
____________________________

The winter season causes ev-
eryone to think hard and scout 
stores in search of the perfect gift. 
Whether people feel gift-giving is 
obligatory like Sheldon in the Big
Bang Theory, or they earnestly look 
forward to giving and receiving, al-
most everyone will give some sort 
of gift to someone. In a poll of 60
WHS Warriors, teens shared their 
best, worst and funniest gifts given 
and received.

Sometimes, try as people might, 
a not-so-good gift is given. When 
this happens, the receiver can only 
try to smile courteously and re-
member it will make for a good sto-
ry later. Some Warriors said receiv-

ing socks was the worst gift they’ve 
ever been given. Sophomore Sam 
Love said, “Socks are the all-time 
lamest gift ever.” English teacher 
Mrs. Leake adds, “We need socks, 
but we are never excited to unwrap 
them!”

Fellow sophomore Abri Carney 
said, “My worst gift was a sock. 
It wasn’t a pair of socks; just one 
sock.”

Other teens’ worst gifts had to 
do with food; some of them were 
gift cards to restaurants they didn’t 
like and the remaining gifts were 
mostly about chocolate. Adam Ol-
pin junior, said chocolate was a bad 
gift for him because he “ate it and 
then it was gone forever.” 

Unfortunately for teachers, there 
were students who said books were 
the lamest gift they’ve been given. 
Some students said they didn’t 
like the books because they dis-
like reading or didn’t want to read. 
Junior Emily Eldredge said she 
was given a “20 page book about 
George Washington” and disliked 
it because she was 15. 

Who wants to receive under-
wear? Apparently not Weber stu-
dents who said they didn’t want the 
underwear because they “receive 
some every year,” “were the wrong 
size” or “were not needed.” Sopho-
more Samantha Middleton said 
she received “granny panties” and 
disliked them because “they were 
huge and ugly.”

Other Warriors agreed on oth-
er clothing being the worst gift. 
These bad gifts included white 

shoelaces, ugly shoes and an ugly 
sweater from the dollar store. Se-
nior Chance Hadley said pants 
were his worst gift, but not just any 
pants. “My mom insisted I try on 
women’s pants,” he said. “I advise 
people to gift clothes according to 
gender.”

Other answers in the “worst gift 
you’ve received” category were a 
bit…non-traditional. Sophomore 
Connor Lee said, “I got wet wipes 
when I was 10 and I cried.” Halle 
Martin, sophomore, said, “I got 
adult diapers. I don’t need them and 
they weren’t even my size!” Amb-
rie Bosworth, sophomore, added, 
“I got work out equipment. I think 
they were dropping a hint.” 

Some of these strange gifts 
weren’t actually gifts, though. “I 

on Christmas,” senior David Reyn-
olds told. 

Most of the favorite gifts that 
have been received are somewhat 
on the expensive side. These kinds 
of gifts included laptops, concert 
tickets, snowboards, skateboards, 
ski passes, game systems, dirt 
bikes, cars, vacations and phones. 
Senior Brandi Showalter said, “I 
got a laptop, and I’ve used it ev-
ery day. It’s perfect for my needs.” 
Sophomore Benjamin Evans said, 

was my favorite. It led to me being 
able to ride motorcross.”

Some Warriors said money was 
the best gift because they could 
spend it on whatever they wanted. 
Others chose pets as their favor-
ite—hamsters and dogs. 

Some of the best gifts are unique 
ones. Junior Zackery Ferrin said 

favorite, while Emily Nelson, se-
nior, said her best gift was “green 
orange juice and a grilled cheese 
sandwich.” Other gifts are more 
personal, leaving the receiver with 
a warm and fuzzy feeling inside. 
“I know it’s lovie-dovie, but I got 
a note from my family telling me 
how much they love me. I really 
liked it,” said Olpin. 

There are times when the gift 
one gives to another just isn’t up to 
par, and it’s known by the giver and 
receiver. Once again, socks have 
been given, despite the giver know-
ing it was a bad idea. Middleton 
said, “I felt bad because I gave my 
friend some socks when she got me 
something nice.”

Other gifts were bad because they 
weren’t gender correct. Sophomore 
Nate Gordon said he “gave a boy a 
Barbie,” and Carney said she gave 
“girl underwear to a guy.” Hadley 

Stuffed animals are cute gifts to give anyone during the 
holiday season.

____________________________

By Kierstin Pitcher
Assistant to the Chief
____________________________

During the winter holidays, 
people are constantly looking for 
ways to give to their community.
A popular way for people to give 
is through local charity groups and 
organizations. In Weber’s commu-
nity, there are many of these or-
ganizations, one of them being St. 
Anne’s Homeless Shelter. 

St. Anne’s was originally opened 
as a soup kitchen in 1981. People 
were coming off the trains and go-
ing to local churches and asking for 
food, so the Episcopal, Lutheran 
and Catholic churches combined 

kitchen in Utah. Once the kitchen 
was in progress, people began to 

inside. Consequently, it was de-
cided that a shelter would have to 
be built. St. Anne’s then opened 
its doors as a homeless shelter in 
1992.

Stacey Gallegos, the Capital 
and Development Manager at St. 
Anne’s, says the shelter was built to 
house about 80 men and 30 wom-

-
en years there has been a dramatic 
increase in homelessness, and now 
there are not only more women at 
the shelter, but many families as 
well. St. Anne’s is now at about 115 
percent capacity. 

“We’ve gone from having a few 
families to having 16 families stay 
with us right now. We have people 

in the kitchen and lobby,” says 
Gallegos. Since the shelter is now 
worn down and unable to adequate-

now running their own capital cam-
paign, so they may be able to raise 
the funds needed to build a new 
shelter. 

Because of the efforts to get a 
new shelter built, St. Anne’s is in 
need of volunteer work, now more 
than ever. The age required to vol-
unteer is 18, but anyone can come if 
they are accompanied by an adult. 
There are many ways in which peo-
ple can help, such as serving food, 
cleaning and planning activities for 
the residents of the shelter. 

Such activities can include things 
like bingo night, making Christmas 

cards and playing any kind of game 
or just reading a book to the chil-
dren. “We try to make life as nor-
mal as possible, especially for the 
kids,” says Gallegos. 

Help is also appreciated in the 
kitchen. They have one cook right 
now who cooks all the meals, seven 
days a week. Gallegos also men-
tions cooks at the shelter have to 
be extremely creative because a lot 
of the food is donated and all the 
needed ingredients aren’t always 
there. “And we have one stove 
that doesn’t work very well,” she 
adds. The meals provided by St. 
Anne’s are a large part of what they 
do. Last August they served about 
8,000 meals, with 18 percent of 
those meals being for children. 

The shelter also takes donations 

like clothing, furniture and appli-
ances. Volunteers are also used to 
sort through these donations and 
separate the usable items from the 
non-usable. Gallegos adds  some 
people who still have the desire 
to give, but don’t have the time to 
volunteer, like to have a monthly 
deposit of about $20 given to the 
shelter. 

“A lot of people don’t think $20 
is a lot, but here $1 is a lot because 
$1 can feed a couple kids lunch,” 
says Gallegos.

Another charitable organization 
where one may practice the spirit of 
giving is the Christmas Box House. 
Inspired by the book The Christ-
mas Box by Richard Paul Evens, 
The Christmas Box House partners 
with other groups to help prevent 
child abuse. It serves as a tempo-
rary shelter for children who have 
been abused, neglected or aban-
doned.

Some of the groups partnering 
with the Christmas Box House in-
clude the Utah Foster Care Founda-
tion and DCFS (Division of Child 
and Family Services). One service 
the Christmas Box House gives to 
these groups is that of providing a 
place for sibling groups, where in 
other cases they might be separated 
because there are few homes able 
to accommodate siblings. 

The Christmas Box House does 
everything they can to provide for 
any and all needs of the children 
who enter into their care. Medi-
cal, emotional, mental… if it’s a 
need, the Christmas Box House is 
trying to provide it. To take care of 
all these needs, the Christmas Box 
House depends greatly on service. 

Lori Parrish, the Community 
Outreach Representative for the 
Christmas Box House, says volun-

teers are used to, “sort and organize
donations, prepare for events and 
help with housekeeping and yard 
work.” She adds donations are es-
pecially needed to help keep every-
thing fully stocked. 

During the Christmas season, 
they also provide Christmas for not 
only the children in their care but 
other children who stand in need. 
“Last year we helped give Christ-
mas to over 400 kids,” said Parish.

The donations that are most
needed are clothes, hygiene items
and toys. The Christmas Box House
requires the donations to be new, so
they can provide the best care for 
the children. If one is looking to

at the Christmas Box House site:
thechristmasboxhouse.org. Parish
says all volunteers are especially
welcome, but to volunteer with the
children, a person has to be at least
18 years old and pass a background 
check.

Weber High also has its own
program organized for the purpose 
of giving. Every year during the
Christmas season, they have a ben-

because during the entire length of 
the fundraiser, the Student Body 

goods are also donated to help give
families food for the holidays and 
to stock shelves at local shelters. 
This year all the proceeds will go to 
local families in need.

Student Body President Tyson 
Lund looks forward to the annual 
service activity. “It’s an opportu-
nity for us to give back, and it helps 
our community immensely. We
were able to help 27 families last
year.”

Students get opportunity to help community

Gift giving 
continues on page 13

Service
unites

Warriors
during 

traditional
dinner

FBLA and Drama give Thanksgiving dinner and free 
viewing of West Side Story to senior citizens.

Photo top left: Jenica Lilly, senior, brings meals to guests. 
Photo bottom left: Also serving dinner is senior Cristian 
Garcia. Photo top right: Vice Principals Terri Spiers and 
Greg Jessop prepare plates of food. Photo middle right: 
Ashleigh Steed, senior, happily brings meals to the se-

nior citizens. Photo bottom right: Greg and Jean Wilson 
enjoy their evening at Weber High.

“I got a note from 
my family tell-

ing me how much 
they love me.”

Photo by Ellie May Kerr

Photo by Cara Darr

“We try to make 
life as normal as 

possible, especially 
for the kids.”



__________________________________________________________

By Katie Montgomery 
Editorial Editor
__________________________________________________________

Holidays are heralded by television specials and movies. What bet-
ter way to spend the holidays than by watching Christmas movies.

The most anticipated special of any holiday is the Peanuts special. 
It’s a Charlie Brown Christmas is a classic movie debuting in 1965. It 
features the cast of the comic strip Peanuts as they prepare to put on 

Charlie Brown is upset by the commercialized version of Christ-
mas. When they want to integrate more of the commercial Christmas 
into the nativity, they send Charlie Brown to get a brightly colored, 
metal tree. He tries to put his foot down and instead buys a scrawny 
pine tree that couldn’t hold a single ornament without falling over.

The rest of the crew is furious, but Linus recounts the scriptures 

story (Luke 2:8-14) to remind the gang of why they were putting on 
the play to begin with.

Although getting presents is nice and many enjoy it most of all, this 
movie is a reminder to focus on serving neighbors and helping others 
rather than having personal presents at the center of attention.

The Home Alone series is the epitome of a parent’s worst holiday 
-
-

tally left home when his family leaves for France for their holiday 
vacation. Two burglars target the McCallister home, and it’s up to 
Kevin to protect it. 

Home Alone 2: Lost in New York,

at an expensive, exclusive hotel, pretending he has his father with 
him. However, he runs into the two men who tried to rob his house 
as they are planning their next heist. They escaped their parole and 
want revenge on Kevin.

There are three more movies in the Home Alone franchise; howev-
er watching these later Home Alone movies is just watching the same 
movie over and over with different actors. I recommend sticking with 

Home Alone

Home Alone helps people to remember family is important and to 
treat each other fairly and lovingly all the time but especially around 
the holidays. Show gratitude for people by having fun with family 
and friends: go sledding, drink hot chocolate or sing Christmas car-
ols.

“I’m dreaming of a white Christmas,” is the beginning of one wide-
ly known Christmas carol, “White Christmas,” which is featured in 
the musical by the same name. White Christmas
in 1954 and stars Bing Crosby and Dany Kaye as army buddies, Bob 
Wallace and Phil Davis.

After WWII, Wallace and Davis leave the army for the entertain-
ment business, hitting it big in nightclubs, radio and then Broadway. 
They eventually become successful producers. After supposedly re-
ceiving a letter from an old war friend, the two pack up and head to 
Vermont to audition his two sisters. 

After the audition, they follow the sisters to Vermont for a perfor-
mance. They discover their old commander, General Waverly, is run-
ning a ramshackle inn. To help raise money to save the inn, Wallace 
and Davis bring the cast and crew of their newest musical and put on 
a show.

Playing on themes of service and gratitude, White Christmas serves 
as a yet another reminder to think of others and help those in need. 
And with everybody falling in love with somebody, it’s a great movie 
to watch with someone special.

Looking for something to help build Christmas spirit, I suggest 
these holiday favorites. They are great to watch with family and 
friends.
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Saint Nick gives insight on Christmas duties

Teens debate existence of Santa Claus
____________________________

By Alea Spendlove and Angeline 
Garcia
Staff Reporters
____________________________

We’ve all heard the legend of 
Santa Claus; a big, happy man who 
spreads Christmas cheer by bring-
ing presents to all of the world’s 

buddies. Every year around this 
time, though, we hear reports of 
non-believers.

“I think it’s okay to believe in 
Santa until you’re 10,” says Shaelie 
Huffaker, senior. “After that, it is 
not okay.”

However, there are those who 

Santa.
“Of course he’s real!” says Jes-

sica Sparks, sophomore. “Who else 
would bring us presents, the Easter 
Bunny?”

Micah Meza, sophomore, adds, 
“I believe in him; I saw him in 
downtown Ogden once!”

“Santa represents the big guy 
that’s going to bring me Call of 
Duty: Ghosts,” says Connor Lee, 

sophomore.
As for junior Cami Mecham, she 

simply says, “Well, duh! He’s too 
awesome not to be real.”

Some of the non-believers, 
though, have very convincing sto-
ries on whether there truly is a Fa-
ther Christmas. Caitlyn Baldene-
gro, senior, shared her Christmas 
spoiler. “I was in sixth grade and 
still believed. My aunt asked me if 
I wanted to go Christmas shopping 
for presents from ‘Santa’ for my 
cousins, which sort of ruined the 
whole legend for me.”

Junior Addie Cantwell also pres-
ents her case on why Santa is not 
real. “I saw my mom sneaking 
presents in the middle of the night, 
and I connected the handwriting 
was the same as hers.”

“I stopped believing in him [San-
ta] in the second grade,” Kirsten
Ficklin, sophomore, said. She 
thought about how Santa does his 
job and thought to herself, “He’s a 
big fat guy who goes down a chim-
ney; it is not physically possible! It 
is kind of  creepy, just think about it. 
Imagine just hearing a loud thump 
noise and you run down stairs and 

eating your cookies!”
Jayde Salas, sophomore, discov-

ered something was not right when 
she wrote to Santa. “I tried mail-
ing him a letter when I was 10. He 
wrote me a letter back, but the let-
ter was in my mother’s hand writ-
ing.”

While both parties have their 
strong and weak points, the spirit of 
the holiday may be more important 
than the legend.

“Christmas isn’t really about 
Santa,” says Ross Schow, sopho-
more. “Well, for the little kids, may-
be, but in all reality it’s supposed to 
be about sharing and spending time 
with your family, not presents and 

deny I enjoy that part.”
“To me, it’s about coming to-

gether with your family and having 
a great time with them,” says Brit-
tany Gill, junior.

Breanna Beus, junior, adds, 
“Santa represents families coming 
together and happiness.”

Most Warriors agreed that fami-
lies are the center of the holidays 
and the true spirit for Christmas. 

“Christmas is joy,” says junior
Kimberly Popham. “Christmas
brings families together to make
fun memories.”

As Warriors look back at past
holidays, they have many memo-
ries to share. Brayden Petersen, 
sophomore, says, “I remember this
one Christmas morning when I was 
little. My family was around the
tree, opening presents. My brother 
opened up this remote control car,
and I was so excited for his gift, 
that I didn’t realize I had the exact 
same thing in front of me! I knew 
that the car would make him happy, 
and it made me happy, too.”

“My mom always makes us 

on Christmas morning,” says Tay-
lor Mills, sophomore. “The scent
makes me hungry, but it makes me 
think of how awesome and exciting 
Christmas is!”

While some may not believe in
the jolly ‘ol elf who comes to their 
homes, leaves presents beneath a 
tree and eats cookies, Warriors say 
they do know the spirit of the holi-
day still exists, and the message of 
Santa lives in their hearts.

____________________________

By Landon Wicks
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Y  ear after year, he travels 
around the world delivering 
presents to all good boys and 

girls. But have you ever wondered 
what it’s actually like to do his job? 

 “I love being Santa Claus. See-
ing all the children so happy and 
excited really makes me feel good 
about what I do,” says Santa. Santa 
also adds he wishes he could grant 
every kids wish for Christmas, but 

There are also those unique gifts 
Santa has been asked for that makes 
gift giving unique. “This one child 
asked for me to make the world of 
Pokémon real. Of course, I couldn’t 
achieve as big a wish as that, so in-
stead I gave him various Pokémon 
themed things for Christmas, and 

Santa has many other different 
tasks he must complete. “The most 

sure that I don’t go to anybody’s 
house where the kids are still 
awake. Due to this, I will some-
times have to skip houses for a mo-
ment and come back before I leave 
the area.” 

“Getting ready for the big night 
is a lot of work,” he adds. ”I have 

to make sure all the presents are 
wrapped and put into the sleigh; I 
have to make sure the reindeer are 
all well fed; I also have to make 
sure to check my naughty list one 
last time because there are always 
two or three people added to the 
naughty list at the last minute. 
There’s also making sure that I’ve 
got a ‘just in case’ supply of cook-
ies, due to the decline of people 
putting out cookies in recent 
years.”

Can you imagine trying to 
judge if someone is naughty or 
nice, year after year? Well, Santa 
said recent North Pole technology 
makes it so he doesn’t have to. 
“We’ve actually got an automated 
list-making machine. This ma-
chine was devised by one of my 
elves. It’s called the ‘Naughty or 
Nice 3000’ which automatically 
updates who’s naughty and nice 
daily. It’s made the work through-
out the years much easier.”

Santa gets asked for a lot of 
things, but some things he gets 
asked for more than others. “In 
recent years, mp3 players and 
iPods have been asked for much 
more often than before. Before 
these things, most boys asked for 
was Legos.  They are still asked for 
quite often, but not as much as be-
fore. And for the girls, Barbie was 
always the most popular toy, only 

until recently has this began to go 
down as girls start to grow out of 

toys at a much younger age.” 
Of course, Santa has been a part 

of nearly every Warrior’s life, and 

many Warriors have had favorite 
experiences with the jolly ‘ol elf. 

   Kaitlyn Dejarnatt, senior, 
says, “When I was six, my-
sousins and I would all go to 
our grandma’s house to unwrap 
presents. When we got there, 
Santa was sitting on the couch 
by the Christmas tree, and we 
were all so excited. He passed 
out all our presents to us and 
then walked out the door with 
a ‘ho ho ho, and merry Christ-
mas.’ We then heard footsteps 
on the roof, and he was gone.”
  Everyone has also recieved 
a favorite present from Santa. 
Those special presents bring 
back fond memories and happy 
times. Michael Pettit, senior, 
says, “The best present my 
family got from Santa was our 
Love Sac. That thing is so com-
fortable and I fall asleep on it 
a lot.” Derek Windsor, junior, 
adds, “My favorite present was 
Teenage Mutant Ninja Turtle 
underwear. I loved that show 
and when I got them, I thought 
they were the coolest things 
ever.”

    As Christmas once again nears, 
Santa hopes he will not see War-
riors’ names on the naughty list 

and he reminds everyone to leave 
a couple of cookies out… it’s a re-
ally long night.

Photo by Cara Darr
  dled up and ready to visit homes.
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Buy any entree and receive any one entree of 
equal or lesser value 50% off 

OR
Buy any entree and get any combo for free. 

Must have a valid and current student ID and coupon present to 
redeem. One per student per day. 

Monday Th rough Th ursday. Aft er 3 p.m. only.

Mon. - Th urs. 8 am - 9 pm
Fri. & Sat. 8 am - 9 pm 

Closed Sunday

Th e famous Big Nasty Burger

We have:
 - Jumbo Breakfast 
    Burritos
 - Gourmet Salads
 - Gourmet Burgers
 - Grilled Sandwiches
 - Fish Tacos 
And more!

380 N. 200 W. Marriott- Slaterville

Phone: 801-732-2550

GRIDELI
,
S  “Do” or “Dye” Salon -A full service hair  salon   

Sherry Bradford 
(801)731-5837

 *Full Set Acrylics  *Colored Acrylics  
*Pedicures  *Glitter Toes  

Call for appointment
2710 N. 4200 W.  Plain City

JayCee Tilby 
(801)814-6164

*Hair Cuts *Colors *Styles
USING TAMMY TAYLOR PRODUCTS

Fingers Toes & Tans

Gift giving 
continues from page 11

Senior Tan Nguyen gets fes-
tive and hunts for creative 
gifts for his friends and 
family at Walmart.

Favorite Christmas carols
deliver fond memories
____________________________

By Abby Wight
News Editor
____________________________

When the holiday season comes 
around, many annual things begin 
to happen. Commercials for Christ-
mas shopping show up on TV, 
lights appear in yards and parks 
and, of course, Christmas music 
starts to play on the radio.

For many people, music is a 
huge part of what makes the holi-
day season so special. Warriors feel 
the festive spirit holiday music is a 
big part of the joy many people feel 
during this time of year. 

WHS choir director Scott Wood 
feels Christmas would not be the 
same without music. “The holidays 

affect us all in a ‘human’ way: holi-
day food, decorations, snow, the 
manger, shepherds, presents and 
acts of service. Christmas music is 
the magical part of the holidays that 
ties all of these great things into 
something bigger,” he says.

Ashley Holst, junior, shares her 
favorite Christmas song. She says, 
“It would have to be “Silent Night”
because it’s just so soft and mean-

ingful.”
“Silent Night” was heard for the 

in Austria, 180 years ago. Franz 
Gruber is the original composer 
of this reverent Christmas carol, 
and his six-verse song was sung on 

1818. Over the years, Gruber’s “Si-
lent Night” has become a holiday 
favorite among many people.

Braden Fureigh, junior, says he 
loves the song “Rockin’ around the 
Christmas Tree.”

“I’ve loved it since I was a little 
kid. It’s the sickest song!” He feels 
this song brings back memories 
of past Christmases when he was 
much younger, and he says this 
song will always be his favorite for 
this reason. 

This oldie was written by John-
ny Marks and recorded by Brenda 
Lee in 1958 when she was only 13 
years old. The song didn’t sell very 
well until 1960 when Lee became a 
popular singer. Now, it is played all 
the time during the holidays. Many 
people, like Fureigh, really enjoy 
the song.

Another favorite Christmas song, 
according to Jacob Paul, junior, is 
“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-

Many prefer classics such as “Silent Night” and “Rockin’ 
Around the Christmas Tree” because of the parts they 
played in students’ childhood.
deer.” Paul jokes, “It’s the only one 
I know the words to.” Along with 
Fureigh, Paul has also loved this 
song since he was younger. 

“Rudolph the Red-Nosed Rein-

written by Robert L. May. The 
booklet is rumored to have been 
written by May while he was trying 
to cheer his mother up because she 
was very sick around Christmas 
time. The words of the book were 
shaped into a song that quickly 
became popular. The booklet was 

published in 1939 and has become 
a fun favorite among many listen-
ers, especially children. 

As people become busy with the
many holiday activities, Mr. Wood
hopes they will also take time to
enjoy the sounds of the holidays.

“Christmas music triggers feel-
ings, emotions, memories, smells,
warmth, happiness and brings out 
our feelings of love for our fami-
lies, friends and fellow mankind.
Christmas just wouldn’t be ‘Christ-
mas’ without the music!” he says.

Starting November, all student 

cans during school hours for stu-
dents’ donations. Along with this, 

cars before school on Ashtray Day, 
so Warriors could empty their cars 
of spare change. “I think my favor-
ite activity for Quarters and Cans 
is Ashtray Day because it’s so cool 
how little change adds up to big 
numbers. Every little bit counts,” 

Gross.
To assist with the Quarters and 

Cans event, Big Buddha from Fox 
13 visited Weber on Dec. 4. Choir 

other groups met at Weber at 5:30 
a.m., so Fox 13 viewers could not 
only see talented WHS groups, but 
also feel the giving spirit of War-

riors.
Because of the success of last 

year’s Angel Tree, student govern-
ment will be sponsoring another 
one this year. Fifth period classes 
can select an “Angel Star” from the 
tree and purchase items or donate 
money for the child who is listed 
on the star. Mrs. Pearce student 
body advisor adds, “We feel this 
will help give the students more 
opportunity to feel a more personal 
involvement with the charity.

First period classes also have a 
competiton. The class that brings in 
the most goods will win  a special 
treat. The competition began on 
Dec. 3 and ends on Dec. 17.

During EO, Warriors can also 
purchase cinnomon rolls, and the 
money will go towards Quarters 
and Cans.

Another activity is ski day at 
Powder Mountain on Dec. 14 
where a portion of proceeds will 
go to Quarters and Cans. There will 

also be a special holiday assembly 
held just before Christmas Break 
on Dec. 20.

Though there are many activities 
for Quarters and Cans, the largest 

-
ing people get when they give to 
others. Pearce says, “We should
want to help other people. It’s what
brings us joy.”

continues telling about a strange 

season of some random ‘80s chil-
dren’s show; it’s still in the package 
after four years,” he said

Weber Warriors think the best 
gifts they’ve ever given were either 
money or something heartfelt. Oth-
ers said money or giftcards are the 
best gifts they’ve given to someone 
because the receiver can spend it 
on anything they choose. Carney 
said her best gift was “toilet paper 
in a box because it saved somebody 
down the road.” 

The other favorite gifts given in-

volve time and thought—these gifts 
given to siblings, parents, grand-
parents, friends and even strang-
ers. Evans said, “I gave a card to 
my great grandma. It was the last 
time I saw here before she passed 
away.” Sophomore Chelsey Slama 
said she gave her mom crafts she’d 
done in school and made her mom 
so happy she cried. Sydnie Liechty, 
junior, added, “My family did the 
12 days of Christmas for someone 

who really needed it.” 
Sophomore Cassie Baldenegro

spent a year creating a special gift 
for her friend. “I gave an album of 
182 pictures of memories with my 
friend in the last year. There were 
some great memories.” 

Showalter added the best gifts 
don’t have to be things at all. said, 
“I’ve never had money for gifts, so 
I give my time to help with things,” 
she said.

After all the serious gifts are giv-
en, there’s usually room for some 
silly prank gifts too. These are of-
ten called “gag” gifts or “white 
elephant” gifts. Some Warriors 
suggested the traditional whoopy 
cusion, socks and underwear, fake 
snake or fake throwup while oth-
ers think a toilet seat, coal, cat lit-
ter, Snuggie or an electronic nose-
picker is a good idea for a prank 
gift. Some people recommended an 
autographed picture of oneself, or 
a box of rocks would work while 
others said a bag of batteries with 
the note “toys not included” is a 
good idea. Of course, there are al-
ways those small gifts wrapped in 
multiple boxes and a cheap gift put 
inside an expensive brand box that 
make a fun prank gift.

Certain Warriors got extra cre-
ative with their gag gift ideas. Ju-
nior Stephanie Laubacher said, 
“Get a large amount of money all 
in one dollar bills and tape them in 
a long line. Roll it up and put it in a 
box, so they have to pull them out 
one by one.” 

Evans also offered a clever, albe-
it gross, idea. “At a white elephant 

chocolate and peanut butter,” he 
said. “It looked nasty.”

Giving gifts isn’t always easy—
often times it takes some brain-
storming or investigation. Howev-
er, many Warriors agree the trick to 
getting a great gift is knowing the 
person who will receive it.  Leake 
advised people to “be thoughtful 
and personal to show that you know 
the person.” Middleton shared the 
timeless advice “it’s the thought 
and effort you put into it that really 
counts.”

There isn’t an exact recipe for the 
perfect present. There are lots of 
good options available and by add-

may become the best. Olpin says, 
“Add some emotion to [the gift,] 
whether it be humor or love.”

Photo by Jarom Ralph

Photo by Jarom Ralph

Quarters and Cans
continues from page 1

Coach Trevor Ward wears a pink tutu after Weber re-
ceives $1000 in donations. Photo by Levi Easley
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____________________________

By Brenna Huggard
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Everyone has heard of San-
ta’s list he looks at before he 
determines what gifts he’s 

giving. The question is, have you 
been naughty or nice?

People have different perspec-
tives on what makes people naugh-
ty or nice. Jacob Howell, senior, 
says his naughty moment happened 
during jewelry class. “I abused the 
blow torch in jewelry class.” How-
ever, Howell claims he’s still on 
Santa’s nice list.

“Thing is, I’ve actually been nice 
all year. I try to do one nice thing a 
day for someone,” he adds. 

Random acts of kindness such 
as opening doors for people, com-
plimenting and hugging people are 
all nice things he has done. Sopho-
more Miriam Gameros has also 
performed a great act of random 
kindness, setting an example of 
what students could do. “I paid for 
the person behind me in the Star-
bucks drive-through,” she says. 

On what Santa should give the 
nice kids at Weber, Howell says, 
“For being nice, kids should get 
more opportunities to do good and 
more kisses.”

Senior Austin Dew feels he de-
serves to be on the nice list because 
he’s been honest and hardworking. 
“Santa should bring me a girl to 
spend the holidays with, prefer-
ably a beautiful brunette who likes 

to cook, bake and cuddle a lot,” he 
says.

Another student who believes 
she should be on the good list is ju-
nior Mikah Meyer. “I think I’m on 
the nice list because I haven’t done 
anything incredibly naughty this 
year. Also, I feel my attitude has 
improved from last year.” She adds 
she’d like Saint Nick to bring her 

earphones because her old ones are 
broken,” she says.

As far as why Santa puts people 
on the naughty list, Howell says, 
“Just base it off Mikayla Lock-
wood and Tyson Pace.” When 
asked what these two had done that 
was naughty, Pace and Lockwood 
had no idea.

As far as punishments, “ K i d s 
on the naughty list should get a 
spanking and asparagus. Along 

with their mouth washed out with 
soap,” adds Howell.

Adults think differently than
teenagers do about what is nice and 
what is naughty. Some adults feel 
more kids should be on the naughty 
list. As far as adults, Mrs. Leake, 
AP Language and Creative Writing 
teacher, says, “I’ve been nice, al-
ways. “I give my students opportu-

Students confess secrets, reveal if they 
are on Santa Claus’ naughty or nice list

_________________________________________________________

By Chase Doughty
Editorial Editor
_________________________________________________________

It’s sweater weather! Christmas will soon be here and Warriors are get-
ting in the spirit; whether they are traditional activities or just the feeling 
one gets when hot chocolate is in hand and snow is falling outside their 
window. 

Sophomore Millie Jones says, “My favorite Christmas memories are 
when I was little and  booking it down the stairs to open my presents and 

long. We didn’t go to bed.” She continues, “On Christmas my mom made 
us sit on the stairs before we could go down, and she took a picture. Also, 
on Christmas Eve, we opened pajamas.” 

Jones also says her favorite part about Christmas is the food and getting 
together with family. Sophomore Charity Parkinson agrees. “My grand-
ma bought us a trip to Disneyland; none of us knew about it; it was a total 
surprise. She called at like 3 a.m. and took us to Disneyland.” 

When it comes to other holiday tradi-
tions, she says, “My whole extended 
family on my mom’s side goes up to 
my grandma’s, and we all exchange 
homemade gifts. We draw names 
and then you get your gift. It’s way 
fun!”
   Parkinson continues saying her 
favorite part about Christmas is the 
snow and being with family.
 “One of my favorite Christmas 
memories,” says Angie Fichio, ju-

and it was 4 a.m. I ran into my brother’s room because I couldn’t sleep. 
I was so excited. We all ran into my parents’ room jumping until they 
woke up. It was just a really good day.” She continues, “Every year on 
Christmas, we wake up our parents somehow and we open presents usu-
ally oldest to youngest, and then we eat breakfast. After breakfast we go 
down to Salt Lake to hang out with 
my family.” 

When it comes to future tradi-
tions, Fichio says when she is mar-

meal on Christmas and then every 
year get the kids pajamas and a 
book on Christmas Eve.

Junior Holly Stocker says, “On 
Christmas Eve we have all of my 
family over and play bingo with 
my grandma, and we get all these treats and prizes. It’s really like a pre-
Christmas. We just get to stack our prizes with our other Christmas pres-
ents.” Then on Christmas, Stocker says, “Everybody comes over again 
and we have a grand breakfast and play games until Christmas is over. 
The whole week of Christmas we do fun activities. We usually go sled-
ding three or four times a week, so we bring hot chocolate up there and 
my dad brings donuts. Some mornings my dad makes toast and we dip 
it in our hot chocolate. It’s so good! We go see movies and go to see the 
lights in these huge fur coats. We make fun of each other saying that we 
each look like eskimos,” adds Stocker. 

Stocker says her favorite part about Christmas is the presents, but she 
also likes the snow, sledding, hot chocolate and snowmen.

Senior Ellie Zurbuchen also has favorite holiday traditions and memo-
ries beginning with Santa. “Waking up in the morning and getting stuff is 
the most exciting part about my Christmas.” She continues, “We always 
make sugar cookies with different colored icing.”

Zurbuchen also says in the future she wants to make cupcakes and cin-
namon rolls with her family.

For senior Hadley Handsaker, “My favorite Christmas tradition is go-
ing to my grandma’s house on Christmas Eve with all my cousins and 
spending time together and getting pajamas.” She also adds, “My favorite 
part about Christmas is getting presents! Oh, and spending time with fam-
ily.” 

Handsaker loves spending time with her family around Christmas be-
cause she gets to see a lot of the family she normally doesn’t see often.

As Warriors get ready for this upcoming holiday season, they are look-
ing forward to re-living traditions.

Ben Turner (10) “Naughty, be-
cause I run people over with my 
bike.”

Sara Knight (12) “Nice, be-
cause I include others, no matter 
what.”

nities to improve on shoddy work; 
I give extra credit opportunities…
how nice is that?”

Mrs. Leake, like Howell, be-
lieves in doing something nice for 
someone every day. “I’m a person-
al advocate of secret acts of kind-
ness,” she says.

“Love is what I think I deserve 
for Christmas,” she adds. “All a 
teacher really wants is a sincere 
note of appreciation.”

Kolton Nay, sophomore, says 
he is on the nice list, since he isn’t 
necessarily on the naughty list.
“I’ve been nice. I don’t know… I
haven’t been mean.” 

Nay also knows what he wants
Santa to bring him. “Santa should 
bring me new skis.” 

However, Nay has had a naughty 
past. “Yes, when I was four I beat
up my little sister, so I was on the
naughty list.”

Kaila Mleso, junior, claims she is
always on the nice list. “How could
I not be on the nice list? I mean, 
come on, I’m a sweetheart. I’m kid-
ding, but I have tried to be nice this 
year.” Mleso adds she thinks nice
people should prove they are nice 
by giving to others.

“If you really are on the nice list,
prove it by giving more, not expect-
ing to receive more than others.” 

As far as Christmas gifts, “Santa
should bring me a snowboard; I 
wouldn’t even mind that,” she says.

But, she too, worries about her 
tainted past. “Yeah I’m sure there 
was a time I was on the naughty
list. I hope Santa forgave me.”

Sophomore Ryan Virgil offers a
different perspective on what giv-
ing and receiving is all about. “I’m
on the nice list because I have tried
my best to make everyone feel 
loved in one way or another.” 

When Santa’s list is factored out,
helping others feel loved and ap-
preciated is a sure way to be on top 
of his nice list. It also puts you in 
a better position on other people’s 
nice lists.

Weber needs your help 
to win $12,000!!!

My School Is Cool!

To participate, shop at the Newgate Mall 
and simply bring your receipt to any of 

the following drop off  locations:

1. Mr. Rawlins or Mr. Ward
2. Your teacher

3. Th e School Locker outside the
Warrior School Store

4. Th e Mall Management Offi  ce

Save those Christmas shopping receipts! 
After we record the store and amount, we 
will give them back - and Weber can earn 

extra points for My School is Cool!

Christmas traditions bring 
joy, excitement to others
Past holidays were fun, memorable

Poll by Claudia Schneider
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2251 North 400 East
North Ogden, Utah

(801) 782-9544

Marc A. Collman

General & Special Care Dentistry

D.D.S.

Professionalism you 
can trust.

Open Monday- Saturday
10 a.m. - 10 p.m.

1958 North Washington
801-782-3000

Warm up with our 
delicious pizza!

X-Country 

____________________________

By Jason Godfrey
News Editor
____________________________

Amber Broderick, Samantha Heaton, Jennifer Tidwell, 
Lynzi Deeter, Haeli Rich and Bronte Fronk enjoyed run-
ning cross country.

Freshman Eric Lee and Sophomore Weston Lee are excit-
ed to be a part of Weber’s cross country team while they 
exercise with the team.

Sophomore Megan Price chases down a Northridge player 
in an attempt to steal the ball. 

against Northridge.

____________________________

By Alexis Rague
Sports Editor
____________________________

Photo by Cara Darr

Photo by Levi Easley

Photo by Levi Easley

Photo by Levi Easley
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____________________________

By Kierstin Pitcher
Assistant to the Chief
____________________________

While the golf season may have 
ended, the team’s achievements 
and skills are preparing them for 
future competition. 

“It went all right; we didn’t 
achieve our goal of state, but our 
team will be really good next year 
because they’ve gained a lot of ex-
perience. Our young guys did really 
well,” says senior Bobby Killpack. 

Sophomore Tyler Chugg adds, 
“The season went well because we 
all practiced and put in the time.” 
Keaton Farnsworth, senior, agrees, 
“We didn’t do as well as we want-
ed, but we still pulled out some 
pretty good scores.” 

The team was able to compete at 

region on Oct. 1; however, Layton 
High beat them for a place at the 
state championships by four points. 

Farnsworth says he improved his 

into every tournament with a posi-
tive attitude and believing that he 
was going to win. “We weren’t just 
out there to be out there, we were 
out there to win.”

Killpack says he improved most 
in his skill by attending all the tour-
naments where in the past year he 
had only gone to a couple. He also 
adds he believes the team gained 
enough skill to have a shot at the 
region title next year. As a sopho-
more, Chugg is one of these newer 
members who were able to gain 

more experience that will help next 
year’s team. “My scores dropped, 
and I helped the team a lot this 
year,” Chugg says.  

This year the Warriors also en-
joyed having a close team and great 
coaches: Cory Woodland, Keaton 
Woodland and Arny Lockhart. 
Sophomore Bridger Norris says, 
“They [coaches] were awesome; 
they’re the funniest people I know. 
They make it great; it wouldn’t be 
the same without them.” 

Killpack also says that spending 
time with the team was his favorite 
part of the season because of how 
fun the group is. Junior Alec Mes-
serly agrees saying, “We’re [the 
team] like brothers, we all just have 
a lot of fun.” 

Chugg says  the closeness of the 
team not only made it more fun but 
also allowed them grow in skill. 
“The team became better friends 
and felt comfortable talking to each 
other about stuff that we needed 
help with in improving our game,” 
he says.

fun, it does not come without dif-

mental preparedness. It helps you 
focus and realize that it’s all on 
you, and you can’t rely on other 
people,” Farnsworth says. “Mental 
preparedness is being ready for the 
bad shots and expecting they’re go-
ing to happen.” 

Killpack believes the hardest part 
of playing golf is “keeping your 
cool because if you make a little 
error, you can lose a lot of strokes. 
But if you keep your head, you can 
recover.” 

Chugg also describes golf as a 
mental game. “You have to always 

shot and if you don’t, your game 
falls apart,” he says. 

Messerly disagrees saying that

for him is the “practice and the 
time you have to put into it.” Norris 
adds, “We had a pretty young team, 
so all the practice helps.” 

The players all love their sport 
for various reasons. Messerly says 
he likes golf because “my dad 
taught me, and so I’ve grown to 
love it since I was a baby.” Norris 
has a different reason for playing 
golf. “I love it because it’s calming 
and it’s all you,” he says. 

-
ly recommend this sport to others 
because “it’s a life-long sport, and 
you can play it after you retire.” 
Chugg says he’d recommend it as 
well. “You can meet a lot of differ-
ent kinds of people at the tourna-
ments and you can play by yourself 
if you don’t have a team.” 

playing golf next year. “Golf is 
my sport, and I’m looking to get a 
scholarship.”

Golf team 
____________________________

By Alexis Rague
Sports Editor
____________________________

The current winter season is now 
in full swing, but what sort of sea-
son are boarders and skiers expect-
ing in 2013/2014? Utah could have 
an interesting winter this year, but
timing is everything. A few things 
have to go right to get the perfect 
snow for the season. Despite good 
or bad seasons, winter still gets 
people excited, especially for the 
ski/snowbording resorts. 
     Due to its amazing snowfall,
Utah is known for its “Greatest 
Snow on Earth.” Good weather and 
powder are both great contributors 
to an amazing season, but it’s the 
enthusiasm of the skiers and snow-
boarders that brings the memories, 
experiences and competition to the 
slopes.

Aurianna Peart, senior, says to 
make it a great season, she is going 
to attempt new tricks and get up to 
the slopes more often. “My favor-
ite winter sport is snowboarding,” 
says Peart, who is starting this sea-
son as a beginner. “I like it because 
you can do a lot more tricks.” 

Although Peart is just begin-
ning to learn how to board, she 

skiing. “I’ve tried both. When you 
ski, I feel like you just go fast, and 
that’s fun, but I like snowboarding 
because of the tricks you can do.” 

However, Ali Nordhill, senior, 
disagrees and says skiing is her fa-
vorite winter sport. “I like skiing 
because I almost broke my elbow 
snowboarding.” Nordhill says ski-
ing is easier because she’s more co-
ordinated on skis. 

 “Skiing has poles to catch my-
self with. I have a fear of falling on 
a snowboard,” Nordhill says.

Senior Wyatt Jones also agrees 
with Nordhill and says skiing has 
more control. “I kind of suck at 
having my feet stuck together on 
one board,” he says. 

To make their favorite winter 
sport better, these skiers and board-
ers go to places where they can 

be at their best and go with those 
who make their skiing and board-
ing experience more enjoyable. 
Nordhill enjoys skiing with her dad 
who teaches her new tricks. One 
of her favorite places to go skiing 
is Mount Bachelor in Oregon, or 
she spends her time at Snowba-
sin because her family goes there 
to get the best Utah snow for ski-
ing.

Jones prefers to go night ski-
ing and agrees Snowbasin is his 
favorite resort. “I like Snowbasin 
because they have good slopes, ter-
rain parks and lots of powder,” says 
Jones.

Peart likes to go to Powder 
Mountain because all her friends 
go there. “Just going up to the Pow-
der Mountain slopes with friends is 
the best time to go,” says Peart.

Most can agree that some of the 
best qualities of good boarding and 
skiing is to have a lot of fun and 
make new memories. One of Nor-

dhill’s most memorable moments

ski all day without falling down. 
However, Peart remembers the 
time where she almost fell off the 
lift. “A random person had to help
me out. But once I got up, I biffed
it and ate snow,” 

Jones has also had his fair share

crash on his skis. “Know how to 
stop,” advises Jones to beginners. 

Despite all the biffs and falls, ski-
ing and snowboarding is still a fa-
vorite pastime among Utahns, and 
most people can’t keep themselves
off the slopes. “You can’t take it too
seriously,” says Peart. “Just go out
there and have fun. If you take it 
too seriously, then you’re not going
to have fun.” 

Trying, learning and sometimes
failing, but also reaping the re-
wards from the experience is what 
makes skiers and boarders grateful
for the winter season.

(From right to left) Juniors Alec Messerly and Lane Niel-
son and sophomore Bridger Norris pratice their strokes at 
the White Barn golf course.

Juniors Joshua Vens and Tony Martinez enjoy their time 
snowboarding on Powder Mountain.

 

“The season went 
well because we 
all practiced and 
put in the time.”
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