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The Giving 
Season

FBLA Warriors help during the an-
nual senior citizen dinner and viewing 
of Singin’ in the Rain.  Over 300 guests 
were served during the service project. 

Photo above: Konner Gibson serves food 
to a table of guests. Photo left: Sia-Chung 

-
low left: Senior citizens are being served 
by Hillary Kendrick. Photo below: With 
plates in hand, Michaela Duran delivers 

food to the guests.
Photos by Melissa Harris and Destanie Setzer

“I try to serve by go-
ing out of my way to 
make others feel wel-
come. I believe that’s 
what the Christmas 
spirit is all about.”

“It serves as a great re-
sume builder and teach-
es kids how to interact 
on a professional level 
that can’t be replicated 

in a classroom.”

Photo by Jennie Perkins



Representatives from Snow College present the application and scholarship process dur-
ing college week.

____________________________

By Alli Barney
News Editor
____________________________

For most seniors, the excitement 
of graduating is shadowed by the 
stress of getting into college. There 
are essays to be written, GPAs to be 
maintained and nearly 5,000 uni-
versities to choose from. It can all 
be a bit overwhelming.

But fear not! There are plenty of 
tips out there for making applying 
to college simple and pain free.

“The most important thing to do 
when applying to universities,” said 
Weber High counselor Joel Robins, 
“is to remember their deadlines. All 
schools are different, and you don’t 
want to be starting an application 
Nov. 30 when their deadline is Dec. 
1, especially if it’s one that’s more 
time consuming. It’s best to start 
applying in October.”

However, a lot of factors go in to 
choosing a college to attend, and 
seniors at Weber High are already 
narrowing it down. Haeli Rich and 
Andrea Funk both agree the atmo-
sphere of the campus is the most 
important part to them, while Elle 
Gossner said the prestige of the 

needs to have a great social science 
program, though,” Gossner added. 
Shaylee Overdiek, who plans to at-
tend Weber State, said, “The loca-
tion is the most important thing to 
me. I want to be close to home.”

After narrowing down the col-
leges to apply to, perhaps the most 

-
cess is the essay. For some people, 

them apart when most of their life 
has been spent in a classroom. 
Mrs. Nielson, English teacher, of-
fered her advice, “You don’t have 
to have experienced a terrible trag-
edy to write a great essay. Be brave 
and honest and make yourself stand 
out.”

Most colleges aren’t looking for 
an essay on a life changing expe-
rience. “They want you to reveal 
something about yourself, so don’t 
make it sound like it could be writ-
ten by anyone,” said Nielson. She 
also advised students to avoid top-
ics that may “offend the reader, or 
one that they won’t understand, es-
pecially if you choose to write on 
religion.” Her last bit of advice is 
to always edit. “It may seem like an 
obvious tip,” she said, “but a gram-
matical mistake on an essay can 
leave the reader with a bad impres-
sion.”

Some colleges will also require 
letters of recommendation to be at-

tached with the application. Robins 
suggested giving the person writing 
the letter at least a two week notice. 
“It’s also a good idea to give the let-
ter writer a resume to help them bet-
ter understand you and know what 
to highlight,” Robins said. Whether 
it be a teacher, coach or counselor, 
a letter can help a prospective col-

lege student get noticed.
Paying for college is the next 

step. Robins also offered his guid-
ance on scholarships. “You have 
to actively search for scholarships; 
don’t be passive. There’s plenty of 
money out there if you know where 
to look.” 

The counselor blog and fastweb.
com are just two of the Weber High 
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resources Robins mentioned to 
-

arships offered by businesses and 
scholarships offered by universi-
ties. “But you have to be prepared 
to do a little work for them,” Rob-
ins added. “Some may require vol-
unteering in the community, while 
others may ask for an essay.” 

While this may be great advice 
for seniors, preparing for college 

the application. For sophomores 
and juniors, Robins said to join 
clubs. “Follow your passions,” he 
said. “Get involved with something 
that will set you apart.” Work-
ing, volunteering and joining after 
school groups and sports teams are 
just some of the ways he suggested 
to boost a student’s college resumé 
and provide more opportunities for 
scholarships because these pursuits 
usually lead to more experiences. 

“These activities also show that 
you’re dedicated and are involved 
with more than just school,” said 
Robins. “Show the College Board 
that you’re a well-rounded person.”

____________________________

By Elizabeth Josephson
Editor in Chief
____________________________

Most people claim that junior 
year is the hardest year in school.
Sophomore year, students have not 
gotten into the meat of high school 
classes, and senior year the work 
load is often eased. Additionally, 
sophomore year has that new-car 
smell, and in senior year students 
can see the light at the end of the 
education tunnel. However, there 
are ways to get through junior year; 
previous juniors give their advice 
on how to survive junior year.  

Senior Jackson Stewart said of 
his junior year, “It was good; for 
sure a little stressful, and a surgery 

-
tic.”

He called it “the hardest year of 
-

pect was “the fact that there were 
more tests, and that classes move 
fast,” according to Stewart. 

Throughout his junior year, in-
cluding his surgery, Stewart said, 
“I learned that life is super fun, and 
that school is a stress, but you can 
do it. Anyone can.” His favorite 
part of the year “is the fact that you 
can drive and hang out with all the 
ladies and your homies.” 

Senior Hannah Farley agreed 
with Stewart that junior year was 
challenging. She said the tough as-
pect was staying motivated.

Aubree Post, senior, also found 
her second year of high school dif-

of work.”
She added, “Just academically, I 

feel that it is harder.”
The fun parts of junior year for 

Farley included the social aspect of 
high school life. Her favorite part 
was the dances; she described them 
as “pretty fun.” 

Weber counselor Jen Paige also 
thinks junior year is the most dif-

most students have the bulk of their 
core classes that they are going 
to take,” she said. She also added 

Seniors offer counsel,
succeed in junior year
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College
tips for
graduating 
students

plan and complete an eight-hour 
service project with their groups, 
so they can practice the communi-
cation strategies we are learning in 
class.”

She continued, “They always 
manage to complete the project, 
and they are touched by the people 
they serve. It’s a great opportunity 
for students who are very busy to 
put their own lives on hold for a 
moment and look outside them-
selves for those who really need it.” 

Woods has also served at St. 
Anne’s and donated to the Christ-
mas Box House. However, she 
said that service doesn’t have to 
take place outside of school. “Ser-
vice doesn’t need to be something 
huge,” she said. “It can be as sim-
ple as saying ‘hi’ to someone, and it 

could make their whole day!” 
During the holidays there are 

plenty of opportunities to serve. 
Whether it’s donating a Christ-
mas toy, volunteering at a shelter 
or even being kind to someone in 
class, students at WHS believe that 
service is a big part of being happy.

the curriculum gets progressively 

getting ready and studying for the 
ACT. 

The word senior Laura Ziegler
used to describe her junior year 
was “great!” Her favorite part
was “meeting tons of new people”
while her least favorite part was 
the homework and tests. Post said
the hardest part was the end of the 
school year with all the testing.

Stewart said his “least favor-
ite part is the school work, that’s 
for sure, and the stressing on your
brain.”

Although Ziegler’s year was dif-

APtesting, it was not her hardest 
year of school.  She said, “Actual-
ly, it seemed easier than sophomore
year because I knew what I was do-
ing.”

During junior year, students also
start thinking about college ap-
plications and what comes after 
their high school graduation. “The 
hardest part, I would say, would be 
knowing that junior year is very 
important for college applications 
and starting to look at colleges.”
Paige said. “The realization that
high school is almost over can be
hard for students.”

As far as advice concerning ju-
nior year, “Sometimes you might 
feel like you have the world on 
your shoulders,” says Ziegler, “but
take little steps and you will be 
able to get back up on your feet”
She also learned “that everyone has 
something cool about them.”

Post counsels, “Don’t procrasti-
nate, and study ahead of time.”

“Take good classes and make the
most of them,” advises Farley. Dur-
ing junior year, she learned “That
you have to stay motivated to suc-
ceed.” She adds, “Stay motivated.
work hard and have fun!” 

Paige advises students to put

their number one priority.  They 
should treat it like their job – com-
ing to school, doing their work, 
turning it in on time, and just creat-
ing good study habits for college.” 

Photo by Linzee Hall

“It may seem like 
an obvious tip, but a 
grammatical mistake 
on an essay can leave 
the reader with a bad 

impression.”
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Part 2 in a series revealing new 
teachers at Weber.
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Every month Weber teachers 
choose students who have particu-
lar talents and often go unrecog-
nized. Jordan Peterson is a senior 
and co-president on the Weber de-
bate team. Peterson is admired by 
teammates and classmates alike.

Peterson began his interest in 
debate during his sophomore year. 
“I took the class in sophomore year 
and it stuck,” he said. Peterson is 
passionate about debate. He thinks 
it is a great club for students to join 
in order to further expand their 
ability to speak publicly and just 
speak in general.

“I could see this going into every 
career,” said Peterson. “It’s a good 
way to learn to express yourself.”

Peterson wants others to learn 
this skill as well. He added debate 
has brought him new opportunities. 
“I’ve gone to a lot of tournaments 
and learned to articulate better.” At 
these tournaments, students with 
various talents join and debate cer-
tain topics or ideas.

Peterson is known as a leader 
for his team and is always willing 

to help others. Bailey Davidson, a 
junior on the debate team, admires 
Peterson. “I mean, he’s a cool 
dude. He’s brutally honest and is 
not afraid to kill your self-esteem, 
so that makes him a good person 
for critique,” she said. Davidson 
added, “He’s always willing to 
help. Being the co-president of the 
debate team means he has to lead 
his team and lend a hand to others 
who need help learning the ropes.”

As far as why he has taken de-
bate all these years at Weber, Peter-
son simply said, “to be successful.” 

He believes debate has helped him 
so far in his everyday life and it 
will continue to help him with his 
future.

“Joining debate has helped me be 
successful in everything I do,” he 
said. He also includes debate has 
helped him with critical and quick 
thinking. He said this club is a vi-
able option for anyone looking to 
expand his/her knowledge.

A high school senior who likes 
going to movies, hanging out with 
family and friends, traveling and 
being outdoors seems pretty typi-
cal. However, this Warrior is nomi-
nated as Weber’s Talented Female 
Student for her dedication and in-
volvement in NHS and HOSA. 

Makenna McKnight is Honor 
Society president and HOSA vice 
president of socials. She enjoys 
her responsibilities and work with 
these two clubs.

McKnight joined National Hon-
or Society because she “did it in ju-

I just loved the service aspect of it 
and so I wanted to continue that 
during high school and I love it,” 
says Mcknight. 

As NHS president, she has plenty 
of responsibilities. “We plan activi-
ties and service projects. We make 
sure we count the member’s hours 
and just let them know when we are 
doing our service projects and get 
them involved,” she says. “Anyone 
who really wants to come and do 
service is welcome to come partici-
pate.”

McKnight also joined HOSA,
which stands for Health Occupa-
tions Students of America, because 
of the medical aspect. “I joined 
HOSA because I love the medical 

it as well, and I just wanted to learn 
more about it. They also do service 
with their Warrior food packs, and 
so I just really liked doing that and 
being involved in that.”

McKnight plans to go into the 

high school I want to become a 
registered nurse, and I would re-
ally like to work with babies like in 
the NICU and in pediatrics. I’m not 
sure where I want to go to college 
yet, but I’m looking around here in 
Utah. I also have an internship right 
now at McKay-Dee Hospital in pe-
diatrics and that gives me good ex-

McKnight says HOSA has helped 
her prepare to work in the medical 

medical classes and competitions 
through HOSA. 

“At State, I competed in Medical 
Spelling. It’s just like a spelling bee 
with medical words. I got third in 
state for that. If you place in the top 
three, you get to go to nationals,” 
says McKnight. 

She adds, “I got to go to Ana-
heim, California, with Weber High 
and compete at nationals. I didn’t 
place, but I got to at least go and 
that was really fun.”

As far as her HOSA responsibili-
ties, “We plan activities like open-
ing socials and closing socials and 
things that we can get the members 
involved in and just help with any-
thing the presidents want us to do,” 
says McKnight. 

Through both HOSA and NHS, 
McKnight has been able to do a lot 
of service. Honor Society has put 
on a trunk-or-treat for elementary 
school children and written letters 
for the military. 

“We also did this big anti-bully-
ing week and each day of the week 
we did something different,” says 
McKnight. “We wrote uplifting 
notes, and we put them on each per-
son’s locker. We had a random act 
of kindness at lunch where we had 
little random acts to do and people 
would pick them out randomly. It 
would say, ‘go say hi to somebody 
new,’ or ‘go meet somebody new 
and say something nice to them.’ 
We also did uplifting messages 
with chalk outside at the front of 
the school. That was probably one 
of our biggest projects we had for 
Honor Society.”

She adds, “For HOSA we have 
our Warrior food pack program, 
and we help kids that have free or 
reduced lunches. We pack food 
packs, and we give them to elemen-
tary schools.” The food packs help 
feed children over the weekend. 

“Actually, at our last packing, 
we packed over one thousand food 
packs for local elementaries. That 
was a really big accomplishment,” 
says McKnight. “We also help with 
Quarters and Cans and we also 
have the Super Bowl of Caring 
around February time.”

With all the service projects, 
McKnight doesn’t have a favorite 
one. “I can’t pick a favorite service; 
I just love helping with each one. 
I love being involved because they 
are all helping people,” McKnight 
says.

Service has taught McKnight “to 
really put yourself in other people’s 
shoes and know that they are peo-
ple too, and it’s really humbling. It 
makes you feel grateful for what 
you have. And you get to meet 
new people and have relationships 
there, so that’s really fun too.” 

Goals help instill habits,
hard work brings results

Makenna Mcknight, senior, enjoys being honor society 
president and HOSA vice president.

Co-president of the debate team is Jordan Peterson. Peter-
son has been involved with debate for three years.

____________________________

By Jaden Pratt
News Editor
____________________________

“How many days does it take to 
make a habit?” asked Mrs. Barney, 
Weber High math teacher. Many 
students called out numbers such as 
28 and 30. “Actually it’s 21,” she 
adds. So in a matter of days some-
one can either make or break a hab-
it. When dealing with goals, habits 
may form or need to be formed, 
said Mrs. Barney. 

Dictionary.com states a goal is 
the result or achievement towards 
which effort is directed or aimed. 
Mrs. Barney added that 21 days 
will pass no matter what, “but only 
you can decide if you want to con-
tinue on with the goal.”

Weber High counselors spoke at 
the beginning of the school year 
about the importance of good hab-
its. They told that while habits and 
goals are separate things, habits can 
either help or harm a person’s suc-
cess towards a goal. 

Many students have set their goal 
to get good grades. Andrew Robin-
son, senior, said he’d like to get a 
3.8 GPA and then he could get one 
of those “fancy, cool ribbons” at 
graduation. He also said he’d like 
to complete his goal with as mini-
mal work as possible. 

This ties into what the WHS 
counselor Joel Robins said. “If you 
make a habit of doing your home-
work the day it is assigned to you, 
then you won’t have to cram the 
night before, saving you time and 
headaches.”

While goals can be made at any-
time of the year, many people list 
goals during the New Year’s holi-

-
cans make goals or resolutions at 
the New Year; however, only eight 
percent follow through and ac-
complish these goals, as stated by 
BrainStatitistics.com. Failure to 
complete goals can occur, though, 
when someone chooses too hard 
of a goal; ones slightly out of their 
reach. While this could be a pos-
sibility, Aly Anderson, senior, said 
maybe people are afraid of failing 
and this causes them to not make 
goals. Robinson added, “People 
also don’t put forth enough effort.”

Anderson’s goal is to have a 
better attitude and be positive as 
she works toward graduation. She 

days whether it’s negativity in the 
world or just her own attitude.

Mr. Hardy, psychology teacher, 
said, “Goals give you a reason to 
work hard.” He spoke about how 
other people’s negativity can really 

with a goal. Hardy added, “You 
should always try and prove people 
wrong when they say you can’t do 
something.”

From an article by Code of Liv-
ing, setting goals are important be-
cause they give focus, they allow 
people to measure progress, they 
help them overcome procrastina-

tion and they give people motiva-
tion. The website also stated goals 
are “(an) endeavor, to reach goals 

-
lines.”

Ms. Becky Butler, Weber High
counselor, agrees and said “goals
are valuable for teens because they
give them a sense of purpose and
something to work for.” “[People]
sometimes make their goals un-
achievable with no plan to achieve
them,” she said. 

Ms. Butler spoke of success as
taking steps to reach a goal and
having an action plan. She also said 
people should share goals with oth-
ers to help remind them to keep go-
ing. Butler compares it to Weight 
Watchers and how they have meet-
ings for people to come and share 
how they have been feeling and 
how they have made progress. She 
also added it is important to “have 
accountability.” 

Goals can also be short or long
term, such as sophomore Casey
Wheeler’s goal. She said she’d like 
to read the entire Harry Potter se-
ries. Reading is her hobby, so her
goal suits her. Tyler Nuttall, senior,
said he’d like to be more socially 
outgoing.

Other people may select unique
goals like sophomore Lexi Foos. 

Her goal is to only trip down the 
stairs once a week (her record be-
ing three times in one week). Bay-
lee Howe, senior, said jokingly, 
“I’d like to lose three pounds.”
Then she laughed about her quote 
from Mean Girls and added, “I’m
joking; I just don’t want to drown
at swim practice”

When things “look too hard” or
people “can’t seem to see an end to

people give up on goals, Mr. Hardy 
said.

“Opportunity is missed by most 
people because it is dressed in
overalls and looks like work,” said
the famous inventor Thomas Edi-
son. Thomas Edison’s main goal 
was to create the incandescent light 
bulb. Though it took him one thou-
sand failed attempts to succeed, his
goal was accomplished. 

Nuttall added some people quit
because their goal isn’t their pri-
ority. Bridget Triplett sophomore,
said, “[People] get relaxed and 
think they won’t get any better, so 
they stop.” 

While this could be true, the
words of Edison remind people, 
“Many of life’s failures are people 
who did not realize how close they
were to success when they gave
up.”

Photos by Karloz Moran

“Anyone who re-
ally wants to come 
and do service is 
welcome to come 

participate.”

Resolving to be better,

“Many of life’s 
failures are people 
who did not real-
ize how close they 

were to success 
when they gave 

up.”

Weber’s 
Talented
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Whether it’s gym or history classes,
advice given on  best courses to take

Mr. Larsen introduces his students to art history in his advance placement class.

____________________________

By Ashtyn Parmley
Staff Reporter
____________________________

When getting ready for the 
school year, signing up for classes 
can be stressful. People bombard 
you with all types of tips and warn-
ings. Some students lean towards 
the fun and easy route while others 
take the harder and more important 
classes to prepare them for college.

Many Warriors are beginning to 
plan ahead, thinking about the dif-
ferent professions they may go into. 
However, they might need a break 
from the classes that will get them 
there. This is where the fun classes 
come in.

Everyone is allowed a break in 
their schedule. “ILA sports, it’s like 
recess,” says senior Breydin Pe-
tersen. “You play a bunch of sports 
games.” He adds taking ILA sports 
with Coach Hammer and Coach 
Howell can be a fun and healthy 
way to step back from traditional 
school classes.

There can be many different rea-

sons for taking a class. For junior 
Jaden Ficklin, “Medical anatomy 
and physiology is a challenging 
class that helps with discipline.” He 
decided getting through a challeng-
ing class can be a helpful thing for 
the future. 

“AP Art History has given me a 
broader perspective of the world 
and how it has changed,” says Pe-
tersen on his reasons for taking the 
class. “This could help if I ever go 
outside the country.” He adds get-
ting a new look at the world and 
how it has developed over time can 
be useful knowledge.

“It’s like a story that’s told with 
drawings,” he adds.

hobby because of their classes. 
Outside of school, senior Chloe 
Burwell spends her time horseback 
riding. “Horseback riding is fun, 
and it’s very competitive.” The way 
she adds her hobby into school is 
by taking any agriculture class that 
she can. These classes, along with 
FFA (Future Farmers of America) 
which she is currently president of, 
are helping her prepare for her fu-

ture. With her hopes of becoming a
veterinarian, she adds these classes 
have been a good boost to get her 
there.

“I would recommend any agri-
culture class,” says Burwell. “They
are a lot of fun.”

Teachers can often make or
break a class for students. Ficklin
says he likes a teacher who ex-
plains the criteria and who commu-
nicates well with the students. “I 
really like seminary,” says Ficklin. 
“The teachers are really helpful and 
smart.”

At the end of the year, a cer-
tain amount of credits add up to
one grand total so students can
graduate. And as they look back at
school, often some students wish 
they could have taken certain class-
es.

“Well, I wish that I would have
taken choir, so I don’t sound tone 
deaf,” says Petersen. As for Ficklin, 
he wishes he would have taken the
Medical Forensics course. “I would 
have taken Medical Forensics be-
cause it sounds like it would be a 
fun class.”

Interns continues from 
page 1

Intern Caden Stewart works on his design engineering 
skills.

reading full short stories,” said Por-
ter.

Plenty of other students are also 
making a difference with their ca-
reer choice. Caitlin Arnold, intern 
at Remodel West Custom Homes, 
spends her time as a drafter. She 
draws other people’s plans which 
an architect then creates. One day 
Arnold plans on becoming an ar-
chitect herself and loves seeing the 
plans she’s creating now are actu-
ally being used.

“What I do is real here,” she said, 
“and not just busy work. Everyday 
I learn new things and get to chal-
lenge and hone my abilities. I love 
it here.” 

Some students feel without the 
internship program, valuable skills
that are critical to being success-
ful in a workplace could be lost. 
Design engineering intern Caden 
Stewart said, “While working on 
excel spreadsheets to make it easier 
for engineers to calculate weights 
and dimensions and edit product 
orders, I’ve also learned how to an-
swer to a boss and stay focused.” 

Arnold said she’s learned how 

and how to reach outside her com-

fort zone.
Sam Good has completely 

stepped out of his comfort zone by 
taking on an awarded internship at 
the University of Utah where he 
does Polar Research in the Atmo-
spheric Sciences Department. “I’m 
the only American who works in 
my lab: two Frenchmen, a Cana-
dian, two Chinese and me,” Good 
said. “And everyone else is either 
a professor or a graduate student. I 
feel very inadequate!” 

The diversity of the internship 
program is what makes it so unique. 
Randi Wiese spends her days at 

McKay Dee Hospital observing ra-
diology technicians, learning how 
to take x-rays and performing dif-
ferent procedures, while Braden
Tallerico works with the school’s 
video department updating the an-
nouncement page on the school
website and creating graphics for
the school. 

Each intern has had a different

but students agree the program is 
not only worth repeating, but it’s a 
valuable asset to prepare them for 
what will be expected of them in 
the real world. 

Photo by Melissa Harris

Girl Scouts offer fun, lasting friendships

Photo by Holly Leake

____________________________

By Elizabeth Josephson
Editor in Chief
____________________________

There are two million girls in the 
United States who participate in 
Girl Scouts. This number “is part 
of a worldwide family of 10 million 
girls and adults in 145 countries,” 
according to girlscouts.org.  

Those who participate in the Girl 
Scout program “earn badges, hike 
and camp, participate in the cookie 
program and much more,” says 
girlscouts.org. Juliette Gordon Low 
founded Girl Scouts in 1912. Ac-
cording to girlscouts.org, “She be-
lieved that all girls should be given 
the opportunity to develop physi-
cally, mentally and spiritually.” 

With a goal of introducing girls 
to community service and build-
ing friendships, Girl Scouts are in-
volved in activities including hik-
ing, playing basketball, camping 

The program is similar to the 
Boy Scout program, according to 
Girl Scout and junior, Abby Leake.  

She adds girls earn badges and 
awards. “There is a Gold Award 
for older girls – it is like an Eagle 
Project for the boys, but we have to 
make a project that lasts for a long 
time – it keeps going and doesn’t 
stop.”

“There are also different age lev-
els – you go up a level when you go 
up a grade,” says Leake. 

Membership in the program is 
open to girls in grades K-12, and 
women over 18 can join as adult 
members. A Girl Scout Daisy is in 
K-1; a Brownie is in grades 2-3; a 
Junior is in grades 4-5; a Cadette is 
in grades 6-8; a Senior is in grades 
9-10; and an Ambassador is in 
grades 11-12.   

“We work on badges sometimes, 
but a lot of the time it is getting to-
gether and really bonding. We are 
sisters more than anything else,” 
says Abbie Cavender, junior. “Be-
ing friends and being there for each 
other is really the main focus.” 

Cavender has been a Girl Scout 
since fourth grade. “I joined be-
cause my friend was in it, and it 
sounded like a lot of fun,” she says. 

Her troop meets every two weeks. 
Leake has been a member of Girl 

Scouts for seven years. She says, “I 
joined because my mom thought it 
would be a good thing to do. Since 
I’m not Mormon; it’s a good way 
to connect with others.” She adds it 
also looks good on applications for 
college and scholarships. 

Cavender says her favorite part 
of Girl Scouts is “being with all my 
friends. They’re the ones who are 
always going to be there for me, so 
having that friendship is my favor-
ite part.” 

For Cavender, the hardest part of 
being a Girl Scout is “working on 
badges that are not a lot of fun.”

Leake adds her favorite part is 
the community it creates. “There 
are so many girls, and the program 
is everywhere. It is cool to be a part 
of that.” 

Often, people recognize Girl
Scouts when it is cookie sales time. 
The highly popular treat is an ex-
clusive, yearly fundraiser that the 
girls use to raise money to assist 
with various scouting program and 
activities. Leake adds selling cook-
ies can get stressful because of all 
the orders. “It’s hard but fun,” she 
says.

According to girlscouts.org,
“More than 59 million women in 
America today enjoyed Girl Scouts 
during their childhood – and that 
number continues to grow as Girl 
Scouts of the USA continues to in-
spire, challenge and empower girls 
everywhere.”

Cavendar says every girl should 
join Girl Scouts. “It’s really good.  
Sometimes I’m having a bad day 
and going to Girl Scouts really 
helps,” she adds.

Girl Scouting is “all about fun, 
friends, and fantastic opportuni-
ties,” reports girlscouts.org. The 
website adds, “Girl Scouting is for 
every girl, everywhere – where to-
day’s girls can become tomorrow’s 
leaders.”
 

Outdoor hiking is one of the acitivites Girl Scouts enjoy 
doing.

Photo by Jennie Perkins
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____________________________

By Elizabeth Josephson
Editor in Chief
____________________________

In many ways, Malala Yousafzai 
is similar to Weber High students. 
She is 17, has younger brothers and 
dislikes getting up early. However, 
unlike many WHS students, Malala 
can say she has been shot in the 
face by a Taliban terrorist and has 
won the Nobel Peace Prize. 

Malala has made headlines for 
standing up for her education, as 
well as education for all women. 
This is something many of us take 
for granted; however, Malala re-

be educated.
She was born in Pakistan on July 

12, 1997. Her father, Ziauddin, was 
an education advocate who ran a 
school in the Swat district of Paki-
stan, where they lived at the time. 

The Taliban tried to restrict edu-
cation and keep girls out of schools, 
and Malala and her father spoke 
out against the restrictions. Malala 
said, “There’s a moment when you 
have to decide whether to be silent 
or stand up,” and she chose to stand 
up.

Malala was traveling home from 
school on the bus on Oct. 9, 2012, 
when she was shot in the head, 
point blank. The masked gunman 
had asked for Malala by name. 

In critical condition and not ex-
pected to live, Malala was sent to 

Since November of 2014, there 
are now 29 states that have a mini-
mum wage rate over $7.25 an hour, 
which is the federal rate. For years, 
Congress has been arguing about 
whether or not the federal rate 
should be raised.

I spent about 13 years of my life 
living in what is considered poverty 
(making less than $19,790 a year) 
with my mom and younger sister. 
My mom had a full time job, but 
she only made $8.50 an hour; that’s 
only $1.25 over the current mini-
mum wage rate. She was raising 
two kids on a wage that’s consid-
ered “good enough” for teenagers 
who want to buy their own shoes.

I know this sounds like a gen-
eral complaint about wages, but if 
the minimum wage rate was higher, 
there would be a little more wiggle 
room for raises. The cost of living 
has gone up a lot in the last couple 
of years, and not everyone is mak-
ing enough to accommodate.

In high school, minimum wage

only need money for themselves: 
clothes, gas money, movie tickets 
and food. But what happens when 
that high school student starts col-
lege? What happens when that col-
lege student has to buy his/her own 
groceries and pay bills? On top of 
the oh-so-scary world of adult re-
sponsibility, college is expensive. 
Buying textbooks and school sup-
plies that tend to cost hundreds of 

for a while if the most a person 
makes is $7.25 an hour.

It should go without question 
(especially when the phrase “it 
worked in high school” is used) 

The organization Planned Par-
enthood provides reproductive 
health services in the U.S. as well 
as doing a majority of abortions. 
Planned Parenthood began in 1916; 

control clinic in Brooklyn, New 
York.  The advocacy of Planned 
Parenthood is about birth control 
and reproductive rights.  The con-
troversy, however, comes from 
recent videos being released ac-
cusing Planned Parenthood of 
selling parts of aborted babies. 

Planned Parenthood has been ac-
cused of not only selling parts of 
aborted babies to bio-tech centers, 
who then sell them to research uni-
versities and scientists, but also of 
changing the abortion procedure 
allowing them to salvage more of 
the aborted baby. Now no one is 
sure if all Planned Parenthood or-
ganizations are following these 
procedures or not. If they are, then 
something should be done, even if 
that means Planned Parenthood is 

Standardized testing is one of 
the biggest pressures a high school 
student has to deal with. These tests 
basically determine our futures, de-
pending where your interests are 
held. Scores on the tests, like the 
ACT and SAT, are heavily reviewed 
by college admissions and can be 
the deciding factor on whether 
or not you get into that school or 
receive a scholarship. Other stan-
dardized tests such as the SAGE 
test are state related and have no 
real correlation with college admis-
sions; however, the schools still 
seem to make it a big deal, adding 
unnecessary stress about tests to 
the already heavy load.

The ACT and SAT are paid tests 
that review math, reading and writ-
ing. Science is included in the ACT. 
One usually takes these tests during 
their junior year. They encompass 
what people have learned up to that 
point, perhaps even more. Students 
usually prepare for these tests by 
purchasing large study books and 
taking practice exams. While some 
believe these tests are not required 
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a hospital in Birmingham, in the 
United Kingdom, for treatment. 
Her family joined her there, and 

hospital in January 2013.
She wrote a book, I am Malala,

about her experiences. The book 
originally came out in 2013, but 
a new edition containing a pref-
ace was released June 2015, writ-
ten in Birmingham, England. In 
her new preface, she speaks about 
how much her life has changed, al-
though she still dislikes getting up 
early. Now, Malala, her brothers 
and her mother all attend school in 
England.

Malala said, “I don’t want to be 
thought of as the girl who was shot 
by the Taliban, but the girl who 
fought for education. This is the 
cause to which I want to devote my 
life.”

She has created a foundation, 
The Malala Fund, which helps girls 
around the world get better educa-
tional opportunities. She said, “We 
cannot all succeed if half of us are 
held back. Education is the only so-
lution”

Malala.org reports the goal of 
the foundation is to “enable girls to 
complete 12 years of safe, quality 
education, so that they can achieve 
their potential and be positive 
change-makers in their families 
and communities.”

“We work with partners all over 
the world, helping to empower girls 
and amplify their voices; we in-

vest in local education leaders and 
programmes; and we advocate for 
more resources for education and 
safe schools for every child,” an-
nounces Malala.org.

In the preface of I Am Malala,
she speaks of her visit to the White 
House. “When we were invited to 
the White House, we said we would 
accept the invitation on one condi-
tion. If it’s just a photo session, we 
would not go – but if Obama would 
listen to what was in our hearts, 
then we would.” 

Malala told President Obama he 
should try to eradicate terrorism 
through education, not war. She 
also had the opportunity to meet 
First Lady Michelle Obama and 
Malia, the Obama’s eldest daugh-
ter.

In the preface, she also discussed 
a recent visit to Kenya to build a 
school and her plans to start a Ma-
lala Fund project in Nigeria. 

Besides meeting with world 
leaders and creating her own orga-
nization, on Dec. 12, 2014, Malala 
accepted the Nobel Peace Prize for 
her work. The 2014 Nobel Peace 
Prize was co-awarded to Malala 
and to Kailash Satyarthi, an Indian 
child rights campaigner.

The name Malala has become 
synonymous with education and
equal rights for women. Malala’s 
courage and determination is heard 
when she said, “One child, one 
teacher, one book and one pen can 
change the world.” 

Standardized tests need changing;
ACT, SAT, SAGE add extra stress

shut down.
The fact that Planned Parenthood 

could be altering procedures and 
risking these girls’ lives to make 
an extra buck is wrong. Also, the 
selling of the babies’ body parts is 
wrong. They were once living be-
ings, and they should be treated 
with respect.  Now, if the baby was 
donated to science, and no one re-
ceived a payment then that is a dif-
ferent story. If aborted fetuses help 

help to save thousands of lives, 
then it’s okay.  There are lots of 
adults who, after they have died, 
donate their bodies to science for 
that reason.

Another reason why Planned 
Parenthood’s actions are wrong 
is because it is illegal to alter the 
abortion procedures to produce or 
procure organs for harvesting, de-
livering intact babies and selling 

Those who don’t want Planned 
Parenthood shut down are con-

cerned about who will perform 
abortions and provide  reproductive 
care for women. There are other 
clinics, many local, that are avail-
able for those who seek assistance 
with women’s health care.     

As of now, Planned Parenthood 
gets to keep their funding. The only 
branches of the company being 
shut down are those that were ac-
cused of the illegal activity in Cali-
fornia and Texas.  It seems the ac-
cusations against them are true, but 
only these two states were shown 
not following proper procedures.

What these states were doing is 
both illegal and morally wrong. 
They were endangering lives of 
girls just to make an extra dollar. 
The two branches that were respon-
sible for the illegal activity have 
been shut down, but is that enough 
to stop the other branches from try-
ing as well? If Planned Parenthood 
is shown following illegal practices 
in other states, they should also be 
shut down. 

per sec, they do help your college 
admissions process a great deal. 
The issue that presents itself is how 
much pressure is put on students. 
Should standardized testing be as 
important as we make it? 

The incentives are impressive for 
students who do well. Scholarships 
will be handed to you if you score 
exceptionally on the test. To most, 
this seems pretty fair. What about 
the people who have talents in other 
areas besides the basic school sub-
jects? The College Board is not rec-
ognizing these students as much as 
the ones who hold interest in things 
like mathematics. In other words, 
being a talented artist will not 
grant someone the praise and op-
portunity of being skilled at math. 
Basic school subjects are very im-
portant. That is not to be argued. 
Though this leads to students who 
dedicate their time to help further 
their artistic ability and less time on 
becoming a master of math just to 
be rejected from a school with an 
amazing art program because their 
math score was lower than the next  

person.
Schools should allow for students 

to act on their ambition towards 
these tests on their own, especially 
when it comes to the SAGE test. 
Putting pressure on students during 
school for these tests could be con-
sidered counter productive. 

Standardized tests are also con-
stantly changing which makes it 
harder to prepare for, as you do not 
know what to expect. Standardized 
testing needs to change their ways. 
There should be exams to deter-
mine a person’s future, but new 
things need to be included. Perhaps 
there should be different tests for 
different people. We are required 

arts classes in high school. After all 
of that learning, these areas are not 
even tested. We also need to reeval-
uate standardized testing and make 
sure students with certain skill sets 
have a chance even though scores 
may be low. 

By Issac Driggs
WHS Sophomore

Minimum wage not enough to live on,

that someone can’t live off the cur-
rent minimum wage rate. I think 

-
viously, someone who lives com-
fortably with a decent amount of 
money can’t even begin to fathom 
why $290 a week isn’t working out 
too well for some people.

A lot of people complain that if 
the wage rate is raised, companies 
will have to charge more for their 
goods. I can see why this is probably 

true. I have yet to have a complete 
adult experience, but we’d all have 
a little more disposable income 
to spend on those goods if wages 
were increased, so it wouldn’t be a 
problem. Also, most people mak-
ing minimum wage want to be able 
to pay their bills and aren’t all that 
worried about a Big Mac or candy 
bar costing more money.

Future life aside, there’s a lot of 
high school students who end up 
being completely independent be-
fore they even graduate. Some stu-
dents move out early, or maybe they 
don’t have contact with any parents 

or guardians. Regardless of the rea-
son, there’s no way they’re going to 
make it on the same amount they 
were using for spending money at
the mall.

As Senator Kirsten Gilli-
brand said, “The minimum wage 
shouldn’t be a political issue; it’s
a question of right versus wrong.” 
Being able to make a living is be-
ing treated more like a privilege
than a human right, and it needs 

to stop. It’s not fair to expect peo-
ple to live off of $7.25, especially
since most of the people opposing 
a higher rate make well over that. I
would like to see people who are so 
against a minimum wage rate raise 
try and make it only being able to 
afford the absolute bare necessi-
ties (and for many, not even that)
after they’ve already graduated. As 
I said, the cost of living is up, and 
people should at least be able to af-
ford it. 

By Siera Rose
WHS Junior 

Rhett Messerly (11): “I want to 
try harder in school and get bet-
ter grades, so I can graduate high 
school.”

Becca Fowers (12): “To gradu-
ate so I can move on and serve a 
full time mission and eventually 
join the circus.”

Nate Gordon (12): “I want to 
be a better friend, so I can make 
friends that may feel lonely and 
need a friend in their life.” 

Emily Swenson (12): “I hon-
estly need to work on being or-
ganized with my schooling and 
basically everything in my life.”

Mason Green (12): “I want to 
get my driver’s license so I can 
go see Becca Fowers in the cir-
cus.”

Heidi Barker (12): “To be the 
happiest to the best of my ability 
and see all the sides of things in 
my life.”

New Year’s resolutions

Poll compiled by Kaitlyn Henderson
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Crazy hair colors give
freedom of expression

Stefanie Kelsey, junior, shows off her bright purple hair 
that earned her the nickname, “Cotton Candy.”

Senior Destanie Setzer enojoys layering her hair with 
unique colors and expressing herself.

Childhood shows bring back fond memories

____________________________

By Kirsten Ficklin
Business Editor
____________________________

There are several students at We-
ber High with crazy colored hair. 

hair is a long and quite expensive 
process.

The cost of coloring hair at home 
can be $50 to $80. That is includ-

-
pense does not refrain teens from 
expressing their individuality 
through hair color.

her hair in a unique fashion be-
cause “it gives me freedom of ex-
pression.” She likes to use a variety 

Setzer is not the only one who 
enjoys fun hair colors. “I like [hair 
colors] because it is fun and spon-

fun and makes a great conversation 
starter.”

likes to experiment with color 
because it “shows who I am and 
makes me stand out.” 

felt as if I could be more expressive 
in how I wanted to be if I did have 

-

Supply and uses the brand Ion. 
Setzer also uses Ion while Swanson 
likes Manic Panic.

go big or go home.” 
There are some down sides to 

coloring hair. All these teens said 
they do not like how the color 

how often I have to dye my roots.”

downside to coloring her hair are 
the stains that get on her sink.

-
stantly make buildup of colors 
makes it hard to transition for new 
colors.”

Setzer said she does not like the 

the chemical burns you can get 
from the bleach. Chemical burns 
happen when acidity of the chemi-

added.

these Warriors still go through the 

grow back.”
There are various techniques 

when accomplishing a new hair 
color. Setzer explains her process 
of doing one color on top of her 
hair and one color on the bottom. 
She said this process will take her 
“about three and a half hours which 
is not including the time it will take 
to mix the colors.”

“Step one: Read instructions on 
the box and mix colors accordingly.

Step two: Apply color thorough-
ly to the top area and let it sit for 20 
minutes.

Step three: Wash out the color of 
hair and then dry.

Step four: Bleach dark area if 
needed let that sit for 20 minutes 
then wash and dry. 

-

_________________________________________________________

By Siera Rose
Assistant to the Chief
_________________________________________________________

keeps telling about the all the times you refused to put your clothes on 

at those moments.
-

when she was in sixth grade. “I was working alone in one of the com-

the computer lab and saw there was no one else in there for sure. And 
I passed gas; it was so bad that I booked it out of there. As I was walk-

because to this day I feel like that class knew it was my fault it smelled 
so bad in there.”

Coomes also remembers a few other moments that were a bit embar-

says. She also adds her entire seventh grade year was an embarrass-

agree.”

I decided to teach myself to drive stick. I was going to Roy High at the 

intersection. It was pretty bad.”
Junior Ashlee Baird says her most embarrassing moment happened 

my skirt had been tucked into my underwear and there was toilet paper 

a lot of checking before leaving any bathroom.

to feel ashamed about it. “Just try and take a step back from your em-
barrassing moment and realize everyone has them and some are worse! 
Slowly work into accepting what happened and maybe even just men-

it.”

ply thoroughly to bottom area.
-

utes.

then the process is complete.”
Also with these coloring tech-

lots of highlights in her hair. She 
likes to change hair colors accord-
ing to the seasons and the holidays. 

_________________________

By Emilee Alder
Editorial Editor
_________________________

Everyone remembers hurrying to 
the television as a little kid to watch 
their favorite T.V. cartoons. Weber 
High students and teachers recall 
those memories and talk about their 
favorite childhood programs. 

Sophomore Anna Burnett says 
her favorite show of all time was 
Spongebob Squarepants. “I used to 
watch it all the time; I would get up 

early to watch it. My family would 
get annoyed because it was all I 

so weird on that show but it makes 
me laugh every time.”   
Even though Burnett is no longer a 

Spongebob
Squarepants
according to the website cartoonici-
can.com. The website also reports 
the show is about a yellow sponge 
named Spongebob who works at 

Spongebob Squarepants is 
-

gest running Nickelodeon show.
Agricultural teacher Mr. Pace 

Tom 
and Jerry. “Tom and Jerry is a clas-

-

“It gives me nostalgia watching it 

TomandJerry.com says the show 
is about a gray cat named Tom and 
a small brown mouse named Jerry. 
All the episodes include Tom chas-

a way to outsmart Tom. The origi-

website also tells many spin offs 
have been made including The Tom 
and Jerry Comedy Show and Tom 
and Jerry Kids.

-
ite childhood television show was 
Pokémon -

-

he loves that kids can still get into 
Pokémon.

According to the website bulba-
Pokémon

started in Japan as a video game 

Pokémon card 

-

named Ash trying to become the 
best Pokémon trainer. The website 
says that because of how successful 

introduced to the Pokémon video 

Math teacher Mrs. Carrier says 
her favorite childhood TV car-
toon was Looney Tunes. “Looney
Tunes is a show everyone has most 

remember waking up early and 
watching Looney Tunes.

“Nothing can top Looney Tunes.”

she sees the cartoons they show 

com says the original Looney Tunes

Warner Brothers created this show 

Mickey Mouse cartoons. The web-
site also says many other versions 

The
Looney Tunes Show
The website tells the only differ-
ence was “heavy violence and ra-
cial and ethnic caricatures” which 
were removed. 

These classic cartoons usually 
portrayed the antics of Bugs Bun-

-

lez and others. 
Cartoons are part of many peo-

Loo-
ney Tunes favorites of our parents 

cartoons will be fondly remem-
bered.

Reliving childhood memories,

She takes a section of hair and puts 
the color on it and wraps it in tin 
foil. It then sits for 20 minutes. Af-

people have told her she looks like 
a mermaid.

they also have admirers who enjoy 
the changes with coloring.

nickname “Cotton Candy” “be-

-

Photos by Kaitlyn Henderson

Teenagers overcome
embarrassing moments

“If something 
goes wrong, I can 

all off and it will 
grow back.”
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Trekkies, dancers, climbers
experience new club activities 

Twins
encounter
positives,
negatives

Twins, Madilyn and Makayla agree that having a twin is 
similar to always having a friend. 

____________________________

By Kennedy Hatch
Feature Editor
____________________________

People have been participating in 
Weber’s traditional clubs since the 

newer clubs spur student excite-

great way for fans of the series to 

“We plan for the group to have 

-

-

-

-

-
nard, says she started this club be-

other high schools will catch on to 
-

-
cending Club] is to expand, so 

people, so they’ll be able to go out 

to be really fun because it can be a 

say that they are with Weber High 

-

-

High being one of the only high 
schools in the district without a 

-
cited they can catch on to this trend 

-
tions are through, students will be 

-

showcase what they have learned 

are going to go over techniques and 

different styles of dancing and have 
a fun class to reintroduce dance 

-

-

will count as an elective as well as 

that has started this year at Weber 

the club because of his love for the 

practices, and they are getting 

Junior Bryson Fielding says they 

-

didn’t understand that before, but 

-

-

____________________________

By Natalie Andrus
Assistant to the Chief
____________________________

-

Whether the twins are identical 

would be that they are the exact 

-

However, there are positives to 

-

-
essarily a downside, they do share 

with dating, friends and decision-
-

frustrated because we procrasti-

-

of this, they have even thought of 

“We thought about doing it

-
niors, are identical twins and they

-
ation, they shared that when they 
were younger, they switched places

Canton added, “Having a twin is 
-

twin would be a hindrance, the De-

-

Photo by Karloz Moran

“For me, the pur-
pose [of Ascending 
Club] is to expand, 

so people know there 
are other things out 

there to do other than 
just the mainstream 

sports.”

“It gives me 
more respect for 
the girls’ volley-
ball team; you 

have to be really 
good.”
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Ray Goren, an up and coming 
artist who is trying to make his 
way to the top of music charts, has
dropped his latest EP, Songs for 
You, and he is already being called 
a musical prodigy. 

This 15 year-old, multi-instru-
mentalist has been writing music 
since the age of eight. This is also 
the year he picked up a guitar. At 
the age of three; however, Goren 
began learning the piano. 

Goren’s EP is produced by 
Grammy winning artist Steve Jor-
dan, who is known for working 
with successful, well-known art-
ists. Jordan has written and pro-
duced songs with artists like Be-
yoncé, Alicia Keys, John Mayer, 
Bob Dylan, Kelly Clarkson and 
more. Now Jordan has teamed up 
with Goren to create an EP that 
will help get Goren’s name out. All 
tracks, except for “Light My Fire,” 
are written by Goren. 

Track three is a song called 
“Down and Out.” It is a ballad 
that has a lot of raw emotion to it. 
The lyrics to the chorus seem to be 
about feeling alone and helpless: 
“Down and out/nobody is with you 
when you’re down and out/Nobody 
is there to hold your hands/Help 
you out/Nobody is there to help you 
out/ They’re just there to bring you 
down.”  This is a song about truth 
and how sometimes you have to be 
on your own. Goren is able to show 
the feeling of pain and loneliness 
with his music. He also presents his 
talent on the piano. 

“Down and Out” is a relatable 
song, and I enjoy how Goren uses 
his talents to write music. This is 
one of the best tracks on the EP. 

“Song for Me” is another praise-
worthy song. It’s about not caring 
what everyone says. This song is 

letting others change you. The lyr-
ics show how Goren doesn’t care 
what others think about him: “I
ain’t tryin’ to be/ the man they want 
me to/I’m only going to do/ what 
I’m supposed to do/I don’t care 

__________________________

By Ashley Vongbandith
Assistant to the Chief
__________________________

Nathan Sykes, member of the 
former British-Irish boy band The 
Wanted, went solo to search for and 
reinvent his own sound…and that’s 
exactly what he did. Sykes started 
his solo career and has dropped 
his debut single from his upcom-
ing album, Kiss Me Quick, which 
has already peaked at number one 
on the US Billboard’s Dance chart 
and landed in the top 20’s in the UK 
singles chart.

The 21-year-old found fame and 
gained many fans while he was a 
part of The Wanted. Well known 
for their song “Glad You Came”, 
the song became a radio hit that 
climbed all the way up to number 
three on the US Billboard Hot 100 
charts and landed in the top 20’s 
in several other countries. This 
includes being in the number one 
spot on the charts in the UK and 
Ireland.

,
Kiss Me Quick, is a nice way to start 
his solo career as a pop artist. This 
song has a way of showing off the 

and second verse, Sykes changes to 
different pitches to show the suave 
side of his deep vocals, but he also 
shows off a few high notes to add 
a little bit of spice to the song. It 
brings out a unique side of him that 
isn’t shown in other pop artists on 
mainstream radio today. 

Lyrically, the song is formu-
laic and nothing special compared 
to other pop songs on the top 20 
charts of today. The lyrics to the be-
ginning of the chorus, “I’m down/
nobody’s looking right now/Ain’t 
no time for messing around/But it 
won’t take a minute/Baby come kiss 
me quick,” is not a line that gets 
praised and should not be referred 
to as “a lyrical masterpiece.” Then 
there’s the second verse… “No
we don’t know what tomorrow is 
gonna bring/So don’t put the pause 
on giving everything, yeah/You got 
me hooked on your P.D.A./Wait a 
minute, wait a minute/Before you 
go away, baby.” These lyrics also 
lack brilliance and give this track 
a weak side. The lyrics aren’t ter-
rible, but it’s by far the weakest part 
of the song and doesn’t do the song 
justice.

The main thing that saves this 

musicality and Syke’s vocals of the 
track. The music is able to get the 
listeners to move with the heavy 
pop beats along with the saxo-
phones and trumpets that give it 
that R&B and soulful vibe. Sykes 
also has got some real pipes that 
will make his listeners play his 
music from beginning to end. It’s a 
modern day track that has a hint of 
Motown mix to it, making it a cre-
ative song musically. 

As for Sykes vocals, he’s quite 
impressive. It’s clear that his vocal 
range is great and substantial and 
his vibrato is absolutely on point. 
The depth of his voice is overall 
very admirable, and it reveals that 
Sykes has an immense amount 
of talent and he doesn’t waste it. 
Sykes uses his voice and song-
writing in a way that makes him a 
great entertainer and someone who 
makes people want to listen to his 
music.

Nathan Sykes took the big step 
when launching a solo career; he 
recreated his sound and dropped a 
single that may take him to the top 
of the charts. Kiss Me Quick is an 

take a listen to if anyone ever feels 

what they say/ I’m gonna do my 
own thing/ this is a song for me.”

Goren is singing about how he is 
going to be himself and not be what 
everyone expects. I love the guitar 
in this song. The guitar solo at the 
end of the track still keeps you in-
terested in the song and will keep 
you listening until the very end. 

Because of the message Goren 
-

other favorite off the EP. Goren 
throws some passion in this song; 
he reveals the “real” side to himself 
as an artist  which is admirable. 

Listening to the four tracks he’s 
written on his own, it’s clear that he 
does have great potential as a song-
writer. But I believe Goren should 

a way to make his music a little 
more different, he will be able to go 
further in the music industry. He’s 
already a unique artist, but adding 
more to his sound will make him 
even more special. Goren is young, 
and he is sure to only get better and 
better as he continues to grow as an 
artist.

Overall, Goren truly is, with no 
question, immensely talented. But 
his main talents lie within play-
ing his instruments: as an excel-
lent guitarist and pianist. He is on 
his way and will continue to grow 
and create great music in the future. 
And hey, I have to applaud Goren 
for writing his own music, consid-
ering a lot of today’s artists don’t 
do that as often anymore. 

____________________________

By Emilee Alder
Feature Editor
____________________________

Sometimes students feel as if 
school is never ending. So why fo-
cus on anything other than school? 
Well, once high school comes to an 
end, the future is closer than some 
students may think. 

Senior McCall Johnson says she 
plans on going to college to be a 
medical student. “I’m most likely 
going to go to Dixie in St. George,” 
she says. “They have a good medi-
cal program, and I’ve been plan-
ning on going there for a while.” 

-

“I want to be a radiologist,” she 
says. “They study x-rays, radioac-
tive things and ultrasounds. It’ll 
take a lot of work to get there, but 
I’m prepared to work hard.”

the need to dance and simply have 
a fun time. Kiss Me Quick shows 
pop artist Nathan Sykes is on his 

Johnson says she’s taken a lot 
of medical related classes while in 
high school to prepare her. “I’ve 
taken biology and it’s helped me a 
lot. I’m in medical forensics right 
now, and we learn about studying 
medical documents or crime scenes 
and stuff.” She also adds she’s in 
HOSA, and they do a lot of compe-

and she always learns a lot while 
doing it. 

Addie Davis, senior, has her post 
high school career plans. She would 
like a career in veterinary work. “It 
was kind of a last minute decision,” 
she says. She explains she was in-
terested in psychology for a while, 
but decided it wasn’t for her. Da-
vis says she found out she wanted 

started working at a vet clinic this 
year. “I love working with all the 
animals, and I can’t wait ‘till I get 

She adds that for now, she works 
with animals once in a while but 
mainly her job consists of cleaning 
up after the animals. 

“I can’t wait to learn more, so I 
don’t have to keep cleaning after 
everyone,” she says. 

As far as college choices, Davis 
says Utah State has a really good 
agriculture program that will teach 
her a lot about being a vet, so she’s 
thinking about going there. 

Another student who has been 
preparing his future is senior Kel-
ton Lower. “I want to do something 
with computers; it’s the only thing 
I enjoy doing,” he says. He adds  
whenever something went wrong 
with his computer, he could always 

even my friends or family will call 
me when something is wrong with 
their computers. I can usually help 
them out,” he says. 

 “I’ve taken a lot of computer 
related classes,” says Lower, “like 
programming and computer sci-
ence. The more I learn, the more 
I love it.” Once he graduates 

from high school, he plans on go-
ing to college to learn more about 
computers. “I want to join Weber
State’s computer science program; 
I’ve looked into it a bunch,” he
says.

For those seeking what to do
-

uring out what life’s going to be like
after high school is stressful and 
can be overwhelming. “We’re in 
school for so long, and then every-
one just expects you to have your

over.” She adds even though it took 
her a while to choose her path, she
knows if she works hard enough,
she’ll succeed in her future career.  

Johnson adds it’s never too
early to start planning for the fu-
ture. “I’ve known for a while that 
I want to be some sort of doctor, 
and I think that’s made it easier to 
choose my classes and future col-
lege.” She adds students should get
some sort of idea what kind of ca-
reer they want to get into, and start
planning now on how they’re going 
to achieve it.

Senior Caitlin Arnold has been using her high school edu-
cation and learning about home designing at RW Custom 
Homes.

To prepare for his future, senior Sam Good has been assist-
ing at the U of U Polar Research Department.

It’s time to grow up
Teens plan for life after graduation, 
classes can offer career jump start

2015

Photos by Jennie Perkins
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___________________________________________________________

By Matthew Cragun
Staff Reporter
___________________________________________________________

Weber High School is known for its outstanding musicals, and Singin’ 
in the Rain was evidence of another great Weber production. Directed by 
Mark Daniels, Singin’ in the Rain is full of excitement, romance, dancing 
and humor. It’s fun for all ages.

Singin’ in the Rain takes place in 1927 Hollywood. Don Lockwood and 
Lina Lamont are a famous on-screen romantic pair. Lina, however, mis-
takes the “romance” in the fan magazines for real love. Don has worked 
hard to get to his life position with help from his former partner in crime 

-
cal, Don has the perfect voice for the songs. But Lina, well, even with the 
best efforts of a diction coach, they still decide to dub over her voice. Kathy 
Seldon, an aspiring actress, is brought in, and while she is working on the 
movie, Don falls in love with her. 

This year’s musical was a big play with a big cast. There were 137 cast 
members in Singin’ in the Rain. It was a large cast, but every single cast 
member was dedicated and talented. Daniels made no mistake when cast-
ing the show. Each cast member could sing, dance, and act; a triple threat. 
They brought the show together in their own way. 

Before each showing, there was a Green Show. The Green Shows cel-
ebrated music from the early decades in America: the 1900’s, 1910’s, 
1920’s, and the 1930’s. Each show was full of music and dancing. These 
performances were a fun way to get cast members involved, and they were 
entertaining to the audiences. 

Cast members also spent numerous hours perfecting the show. They had 
been rehearsing for about three months, and they had the opportunity to 
learn tap dance and more amazing choreography. Lindsey Poll was the cho-
reographer for Singin’ in the Rain. She has been doing Weber’s choreog-
raphy for several years, and she always does an outstanding job. Over the 
summer, the cast learned tap to get ready for their performances. 

Scott Wood was the music director, and he has also been working with 
the school musicals for many years. Not only does he work with the per-
fomers, but he is also over the orchestra for the musical, and he did an 
amazing job. 

The main cast for Singin’ in the Rain was carefully picked. Each member 

Don Lockwood (the big Hollywood star); Casey Bond as Cosmo Brown 
(Don’s best friend); Becky Christensen as Kathy Seldon (an aspiring star 
and Don’s love); and Allison Pobanz as Lina Lomont (Don’s big Holly-
wood co-star). They all did an amazing job. Mckay would always be prac-
ticing in the halls, Bond was hilarious as Cosmo, and Pobanz did a fantastic 
job as Lina. Her voice was absolutely perfect. Christensen did an amazing 
job as Kathy; she had a beautiful voice. 

All of the music in Singin’ in the Rain was great for all ages and well 
composed. Each number had some very fun and entertaining dancing. 
“Moses Supposes,” was an audience favorite. It was full of dancing, humor 
and singing. “Singin’ in the Rain,” of course, is the most memorable be-
cause it actually rained on stage. The stage had to be built up a whole foot 
so the rain and the water would funnel out and the stage crew could push 
excess water from the stage. The set also had a big projected screen behind. 
When there was a scene change, the screen would transition to the scenes 
by being drawn on.

The costumes, music and dancing pulled the audience back into the late 
1920’s.  This show was amazing; another WHS success.

Singin’ in the Rain
brings great storm

At the end of their dance, the Dream of You girls entertain sold-out audiences for the musical.

Allison Pobanz, who portrays  Lina 

crowd.

After creating the mood, Don Lockwood 
shares a moment and a kiss with Kathy.

Jason Godfrey, diction teacher, helps his students Jon Miya, Ben Fenton, Matthew Cragun and Nate 
Gordon.

Escorting Chelsea Johnson is Cosmo Brown, who is played by Casey Bond.

Don, Kathy, and Cosmo, played by Tanner Mckay, Becky Christensen and 
Casey Bond, dazzle audiences while dancing on the couch as they welcome the 
morning.

Don and Lina are welcomed by adoring fans during the party scene.

Photos by Baylee Howe and Melissa Harris



Bringing Hope

_________________________

By Sidney Lee
Copy Editor
_________________________

One of the most anticipated 
events of the holiday season is the 
annual Quarters and Cans fundrais-
er. Quarters and Cans is a Weber 
High School tradition that helps the 
community. 

“I love Quarters and Cans be-
cause I like the feeling of unity and 
spirit throughout the school,” said 

This year, the student govern-
ment has a goal to help make 
Christmas more special for 15 fam-

Hannah’s Hope Suicide Prevention 

Hope because suicide is a very real 
thing which has reached our Weber 
High family,” said Student Body 
Vice President Tanner Mckay.

-
nization to raise suicide awareness 
in memory of Hannah Warburton. 
Hannah committed suicide in 2014 
due to a traumatic brain injury. Ac-
cording to livehannahshope.org, 
the organization’s mission is to 
remove the stigma behind mental 
illness and provide a way for teens 
to be empowered through research, 
education, awareness and advo-
cacy.

mother, said, “Right now, we are 
working to make classes available 
that teach how technology affects 
the brain and a class on how to deal 
with stress in a healthy way. This 
money is super important to make 
these classes available because 
time is money.  We want the best 
teachers for these classes.”

Hope, the HOSA club will also re-
ceive help as they continue creat-
ing Weekend Warrior Packs. “The 
Weekend Warrior Packs is a pro-
gram that gives nutritious food to 
elementary students on the week-
end who would otherwise have 
nothing to eat,” said junior HOSA 

helped out about 88 students in 
November. The money we receive 
will help us buy more food,” Bird 
added.

In order to raise money for these 
groups, the student government of-

on Nov. 7 and the Quarters and 
Cans assembly on Nov. 20. They 
also carried cans for students to 
donate money throughout the cam-
paign. “We have been planning this 

-
treat [last summer]. We have been 
talking to businesses in our com-
munity to raise money and gather 

donations. In recent years, the stu-
dents have raised about $20,000, 
but we hope to go even higher this 
year,” said Mckay.

great at helping us out. It has cre-
ated a lot of hard work for us and 
the businesses to make this all hap-
pen.”

Another way money was raised 
was through the Quarters and Cans 
assembly. “The assembly is where 

a lot of the money comes in,” said 
-

ing the assembly, students donated 
money to keep the assembly going. 
Teachers, administrators, sports 
teams and student government of-

acts in order to keep contributions 
coming in and the assembly con-
tinuing.

“I heard some of the senior of-

rows for a week, and the sopho-
mores had to drink hot sauce, so I 
was a little nervous to see what the 

Giving:
sophomores had to do this year,”

-
ey were reached, the school was 
awarded with incentives from 
sponsoring businesses. One of the
incentives is a visit from the Utah 

Other activities for Quarters and
Cans include Classic Fun Center

student government collects spare
-

would open wallets and donate as
much as they could in a minute. 

-

of Cinderella. This concert will
feature the Weber High Productions 
Company and Chamber Quire with 

a Broadway musical star who has 
also been nominated for the Tony 
Award. Tickets can be purchased 
on the Weber High website. A per-
centage of ticket sales will go to 
Quarters and Cans.

“If every student contributed $15 
this year, our goal would be met,”
said Mrs. Pearce, student govern-
ment adviser. “It’s amazing to think 
that such a small amount of money
can go so far. It’s incredible,” she 
added.

The Stormin’ Mormons (Heidi Barker, Jake Tidwell, Zach Argyle and Tanner Mckay) await Mrs. Perry to start the tour-
nament.

Jake Tidwell, senior, rocks the ball during dodgeball tour-
nament.

Quarters & Cans increases
awareness toward causes

“It’s amazing to 
think that such a 
small amount of 
money can go so 

far. It’s incredible.”

Celebrating their accomplishments are Aspen Wayment, Wyatt Berdinner,
Anders Johnson, Kyler Hall, Gavin Lund and Jake Reed.

Mrs. Warburton talks to Warriors about 
Live Hannah’s Hope.

-
mons to wear BYU apprarel during December.

Principal Wardle shaves Kyler Hall’s head and then auto-
graphed Hall’s bald spot.

Thomas Ulrich and Hall share a heart felt duet as they sing, 
“Breaking Free.”

Photos by Melissa Harris and Baylee Howe

 for the Holidays
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Noel grants solace in many ways,
holiday cheer brought to families
___________________________

By Gavin Doughty
Feature Editor
___________________________

Christmas in its present form is 
the offspring of a long, divergent 
evolution; its history is a com-
posite one, as evidenced by the 
innumerable styles of celebrating 
that occur around the world. The 
origin of Christmas is itself not 
from a single source; it was a com-
promising adoption of a potpourri 
of cultural and religious values, 
which all found solace in the gen-

redemption.
Over the years, however, many 

old folk legends have garnered a 
keener interest from people wher-
ever they may come from, and 
they’ve become standard tradi-
tions all over. The Nativity, Santa 
Claus, Christmas trees and the like 
have been harbored in a multitude 
of cultures that adore them in their 
own ways. 

Naturally, Warriors have devel-
oped their own views and ways of 
celebrating the grand holiday, a lo-

-
ing love for Noel’s multivarious 
qualities. Several Warriors share 
their own spirit for the season.

Bailey Kelson, junior, says, “To 
my family, Christmas is a time 
meant to lift and lighten spirits 
in the middle of winter when it is 
cold and dark. [We celebrate] by 
exchanging services and ‘memo-
ries,’ so instead of focusing on 

giving gifts, we focus on making 
others happy by giving them a 
happy memory to look back on.” 
She adds, “This year, the memory 
I want to give my siblings is a day 
spent sledding.”

“It’s a time for me to hang out 
with my family and be apprecia-
tive of what I have ... and watch 
the Harry Potter marathon on ABC 
Family,” says Micaela Duran, ju-
nior. “We usually go to my great-
grandma’s house for dinner; then 
my cousins and I go sledding.”

Similarly, Ryan Enslow, junior, 
says the best aspect of Christmas is 
“just being together with my fam-
ily.”

Needless to say, as students have 
grown up and developed their 
own senses of the holiday, views 
about the nature of Christmas have 
changed and matured along with 
them.

Duran states, “I used to focus 
more on the gift itself rather than 
who’s giving it.” She adds that now 
it’s more about being grateful for 
the person.

From a different angle, Enslow 
says, “It’s always been pretty 
Christ-centered around my house, 
but as I’ve grown up it’s meant 
more to me than before.”

As with anything else so popu-
lar and so widely understood, the 
Christmas season is inevitably ac-
companied by an impressive spec-
trum of clichés and exhausted cus-
toms.

Brielle Fernelius, sophomore, 
comments, “The songs they play 

get so old, like ones about Ru-
dolph or Santa Claus.”

Enslow states that his long-held 
tradition of watching the movie 
Stalking Santa with his friends has 
grown old. However, he says that 
he altogether appreciates all his 
traditions.

Duran feels much the same, 
adding, “I think I enjoy the cli-
chés; my Christmas’s are basically 
like those Hallmark movies.”

What seems to gravitate people 
most toward the spirit of the holi-
day is its unique decorative style 
characterized by warmth, joyful 
colors and cheery music.

Some students simply can’t cel-
ebrate the holiday in a vacuum, 
divorced from these tremendous 
aids to the senses. Fernelius says, 
“You have to decorate to celebrate 
Christmas, and there has to be 
snow.” She adds that the best as-
pect of Christmas for her is sim-
ply how it makes her feel, that it 
is “warm” and “the smells are 
good.”

Despite these delicate pleasures 
of the holiday, the commercial 
world has lately been known to 
crowd consumers with an over-
load of “Christmas spirit” early on 
before the month of December.

On this, Fernelius says the time 
to begin is “December, because 
people start it before Thanksgiv-
ing and it quickly gets old.”

Enslow sympathizes in stating, 
“My family and I like to begin 
after Thanksgiving, like a week 
after.”

Quarters & Cans
2015

Give a little... It makes a 
big difference

Help give Christmas to those in need. Bring 
in your can goods and cash. Join Warriors in 

fun activities and give the gift of
service this holiday!

____________________________

By Lily Davis
Feature Editor
_______________________

Winter is undeniably the best 
time to get creative and have some 
fun with re-creating wardrobes to 
make the next few freezing months 
delightful. The catwalks present us 
with a bunch of inspirations rang-
ing from different decades which 
can make the shoppers question 
“What are the everlasting trends 
that will be seen on the bodies of 
friends, family, co-workers and 
strangers passing by on the street?” 
a lot tougher. Fear not, this is a list 
of the most wearable items among 
the winter trends. 

Footwear doesn’t just go on feet, 
they bring excitement to lives, so 
don’t let anyone hassle you for be-
ing highly selective when it comes 
to buying a new pair. Boots are 
known as the Holy Grail of winter-
time because they excel at two im-
portant factors: keeping feet warm 
and making it easier to gracefully 
navigate through snow on legs. Tra-
ditional snow boots can be great, 
especially if one is trying to emu-
late an astronaut’s wardrobe, but 
have an open heart to the diverse 
range of beautiful boot styles. From 
ankle boots,  knee-highs,  lace-ups,  
chunky heels,  low heels,  graphics 
and rubber wader boots, there is a 
large amount of unique styles to 

one that works.
A tip on hunting for the perfect 

pair that provides warmth, choose 

to protect toes from frostbite. For 
the heroic souls who don’t let the 

choices, the old-school glam trend 

This means oxford saddle shoes are 
back in and  give off a cool sunday-
school girl effect. Mary janes look 
like pure magic in every color but 
pastel and glitter seem to be all the 
rage this season; very Dorothy Gale 
from The Wizard of Oz inspired.
Ugh, if only shoes were a realistic 
form of transportation. 

Stepping aside from the exciting 
world of child’s play, we move into 

English literature professor look 
with loafers. These shoes look great 

accent (learning to master the art of 
faking a British accent counts too). 

The simple act of adding just a 
touch of accessories can revolu-

-

glasses embrace inner-silliness and 
make the darker months upbeat and 
eccentric. A really fun hat is also a 
great accessory. This ranges from 
bureaus, fedoras, graphic bean-
ies and big in the face dressy hats 

scarfs that resemble a mummy’s 
wrap are also fun. Knit tights will 
make it easier to wear miniskirts 
and dresses outside. Frilly socks in-
corporates childhood nostalgia into 

teen girlhood. 
When looking for jewelry, heir-

looms, brooches and large dangling 
pearls are a must. A tip on saving 
money in this category is to just 
raid your grandparent’s closet. 

It’s the holiday season which 
means party dresses galore! Ideal-

from The Lizzie McGuire Movie is
perfect but such things are unaf-
fordable or cease to exist. Look-
out for dresses full of abstract art, 

embroidery detailing, shimmer and 
pops of color.

There were many different fab-
rics and proportion sizes being 
thrown around, but these two ele-
ments are the most important in 
my opinion. Oversized--EVERY-
THING! Invest in bigger tops and
coats, so it feels like you’re wear-
ing a blanket...more fashionable 
than a snuggie but has the same ef-

to be rid of (except pants, those are
important). Make sure this article
of clothing engulfs every inch of
your body as if you’re drowning 
in an ongoing layer of comfortable
fabrics. Knit-EVERYTHING! Em-
brace the fuzzy-fuzzy of shearling, 
wool and cuffs. 

A lot of the time, runway trends 
are more art than they are wearable,
but in this case follow these trends
and winter will be destined to feel
the absolute warmest, toastiest and 
most joyous it has ever been.

Junior Lily Davis shows off her leather jacket, leggings and 
boots for winter fashion.

Jaden Larsen (12): “Straight 
awesomeness! A good time with 
family and friends.”

Alex Ames (10): “Being togeth-
er with family and relatives you 
don’t get to see. The one time of 
the year people who are there 

Angeline Garcia (12): “On the 
Dec. 24 at midnight, we open our 
presents up and then on Dec. 25 we 
make a lot of food.”

Austin Young (11): “Spending 
time with family, showing that 
you appreciate them and that they 
appreciate you.”

Gracie Songer (10): “Christmas 
lights, Christmas music, skiing and 
family coming together.”

Isaac Budge (11): “Snow, the 
cold and a lot of snowboarding 
trips.”

Threads

Poll compiled by Destanie Setzer

Photo by Rylee Thurgood

Christmas is...
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Kiersten Lund (12): “Once I was 
given a fake cell phone for Christ-
mas. That was really mean because 
I got so excited. Later on that hol-
iday, I did, in fact, get a real cell 
phone!”

David Richardson (12): “A gift 
card to Bath & Body Works for 
girl’s lotion only because that’s 
not manly... and I’m a man… so 
yeah?”

Syvanna Simmons (11): 
“Weight loss program subscrip-
tion because that’s mean!”

Mr. Wardle: (principal) “Giving 
a gift to someone even though 
they don’t want it, but you want 

Brayton Bell (10): “Socks be-
cause who wants socks for 
Christmas?”

Courtney Silva (12): “Moving 
boxes because that means my mom 
wants to get rid of me.” 

Zach Argile: (12) “A puzzle with 
missing pieces because I would 

would make me stressed.”

Emily Marriott: (10) “School 
supplies because nobody likes 
school...Eww.”

is the 
worst

to give

Poll compiled by Rylee 
Thurgood

____________________________

By Taylor Galusha
News Editor
____________________________

Christmas is a time of year when 
people can seem more cherubic, 
and magic seems to be in the air.  
The memories made during this 
joyous time of year are ones people 
remember for years.

Sophomore Braden Platt remem-
bers a year when his family was 
tight on money, and there weren’t 
many presents under the tree.

“There was a knock on the door 
on Christmas Eve, and we got up 
to answer it because who would 
come over this late on Christmas 
Eve?  We opened the door and no 
one was there, but the whole porch 
was full of presents.  Someone had 
taken the time and money to go out 
and buy our family presents.  It was 
a magical thing, and I am grateful 
to that person who showed us kind-
ness,” says Platt

Large families can also create 
fond holiday memories. “In my 
family there are around 32 grand-
children, and the adults sometimes 
need help getting things set up for 
Christmas morning, so us kids who 
were 12 and older and no longer 
believed in Santa Claus got to stay 
up around midnight and start the 
process of decorating,” says Hailey 
Carter, junior. Carter adds, “The 
decorating made it more magical 
for the younger kids, and we had a 
lot of creative freedom which made 

it fun for us older kids. We would 
wrap everything in tinsel, and we 
got to go up on the roof and run 
across it sounding like reindeer.”

 Sophomore Neka Trammell’s 
favorite Christmas memory was 
when her family did a family nativ-
ity scene. “I was the shepherd and 
my sister was Mary.  My brother, 
well, he was a wise man, and he 
had to ride this horse for what we 
were doing.  So while he was riding 
this horse, something went wrong, 
and he fell off the horse.  It was 
one of the funniest things I’d ever 
seen,” says Trammell.  According 

to Trammell, it’s her favorite mem-
ory because she got to be with her 
family.

“I was obsessed with High
School Musical to the point where 
it was probably unhealthy,” re-
members Jewlia Gardener, sopho-
more. “Anyway, for Christmas I 
got all things High School Musi-
cal.” Gardner adds she remembers 
this Christmas because of her in-
tense love for the movie. 

“From the time I woke up and 
had opened my presents to around 
six p.m. when we left for my grand-

ma’s house, I played the soundtrack 
over and over again, and I’m pretty 
sure my parents were going to kill
me if I played ‘We’re All In This
Together’ one more time.  I an-
noyed my parents with High School
Musical for the next seven months, 
and that is what makes it my favor-
ite memory,” says Gardner.

Gardner says another favorite
memory is when she got a Troy 
Bolton jersey, so she decided to
build a snowman, and she made the 
snowman wear the jersey.

Senior Nick Benson says his fa-
vorite memory is one when his sis-
ter asked for the impossible.  “I had 
asked my sister what she wanted
for Christmas and as a joke she told
me a hug from Thor.  I decided that

the superhero for her and low and

sticky note on it saying ‘here is
your hug from Thor.’  When she
saw it, she freaked out and was su-
per excited.  She still has the cut out
to this day,” says Benson

Teachers also have special
memories of their past holidays. 
Art teacher Mr. Wilding says his
favorite memory is a year when he 
accidentally saw what he what get-
ting for Christmas that year. “I was 
getting a bike, and I ended up see-
ing it before Christmas day, but it
was just  as exciting to know before 
hand,” says Wilding.

Whether it is a favorite gift or a
family moment, Christmas also has 
special times to look back on and
enjoy.

____________________________

By Kaylee Larsen
Staff Reporter
____________________________

Snow is falling, Christmas lights 
are everywhere and people are 
watching holiday movies while 
drinking hot chocolate. Kids snug-
gle in their beds waiting for Santa 
to come to give them presents. 
They wake early and start opening 

People don’t want socks for 
Christmas, especially kids. But 
socks aren’t the only bad gift, there 
are a lot more. There have been 
plenty of other strange and plain 
out horrible Christmas gifts. 

For instance, Ashtyn Parme-
ly, sophomore, bought herself a 
Christmas gift, an iPod. Her old 
one broke. “I had to go out and buy 
another one. My mother had me 
wrap it and give it to myself,” said 
Parmely. “We were able to keep the 
old iPod, so I wrapped it up and 
gave it to my brother.” Her brother 
was not happy.

bad, it all depends on what the per-
son’s interests are. Broken things 
are typically not what most teens 

want. They want the latest thing 
whether it’s a video game or elec-
tronic toy. However, even when 
someone gets the gift they hoped 
for, it may lose its appeal because of 
how it’s given. Makinsey Wilcock 
is an example of a badly given gift. 
Wilcock said, “Somebody threw a 
box at my face and said it was my 
present.” After it was thrown at her 
face, the present didn’t seem as in-
teresting to Wilcock. 

Pranks also have a way of af-
fecting people, and for a kid on 
Christmas day, pranks have either a 
positive or negative effect on them. 
When it’s a kid, that prank has a 
good chance of going bad. Any 
prank on a kid can have a negative 
effect, ending in tears very quickly.

One example of a prank is 
Hayden Simmons, sophomore, 
who was pranked one Christmas.

“I got coal,” said Simmons. Coal 
for a child means he/she was bad. 
“I think it was a prank because it 
was taped to my bedroom door,” 
said Simmons.

Simmons was forbidden to look 
around the house for any other 
presents in the house. It was only 
after a while he was allowed to see 
his other presents, but not before he 

was in tears. This Christmas is still
more prominent with Simmons’ 
Christmas memory.

Pranks may also be a way to 
make the present less appealing,
but there is a chance that people
may have just had a bad week.
When bad things happen on Christ-
mas, people don’t generally want to
use their new gifts much. Whether 
it is stress or worry, people could
forget all about the new things they 
have gotten and only think about 
the sad things that have transpired.

Kaitlyn Gray, sophomore, is one
of these people. Before and after
Christmas she was having a bad 
time in her life. 

“My friend dumped me and my 
cat died close to Christmas,” Gray
said. First, Gray loses her friend, 
and then her cat died all on the
same week, it’s understandable
that Gray didn’t want to enjoy her
new things that she had gotten that
Christmas that year.

Bad gifts, inappropriate gift-
giving, disappointing pranks and
holiday sadness may cause Christ-
mas distress. However, it won’t 
stop teens from gathering around 
the tree to see what wonders Santa 
brings each year.

Kirt’s Free Fry with 
Purchase of 

Medium Drink
(801) 782-5350 Expires: 

12/30/20151974 North 400 East Street, North Ogden

“It was a magical 
thing, and I am 

grateful to that per-
son who showed us 

kindness.”

2015
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Coach Peterson enjoys his athletic position at Weber and is 
recognized for his outstanding leadership.

Ellie Maughn protects the ball from two girls during a 
game against Northridge.

Working to keep the ball from the Knights are Gabriella 
Diarte and Ellie Maughan.

____________________________

By Elizabeth Josephson
Editor in Chief
____________________________

The girls’ soccer team was a 
force to be reckoned with this year. 

Senior Payton Roylance says the 
relationship of the team has helped 
create their success. “We’ve been 
doing really well. We’ve been play-
ing as a team and we’ve had a re-
ally good connection, better than 
we did last year.  I think that has a 
lot to do with it,” says Roylance.

“Our season has been really suc-
cessful this year.  It’s been a while 
since Weber has won this many 
games,” adds Brooke Kendell, se-
nior.

On Aug. 13, Weber won their 
-

played, Weber won nine and tied 
one against Fremont, with a score 
of 2-2. The nine other teams Weber 
won against were Springville, Alta, 
East, Sky View, Mountain Crest, 

On Sept. 17, the Standard Exam-
iner reported that MaxPreps had 
ranked the Weber High girls’ soc-
cer team as the number one team in 
the state.

Kendall attributes this success 
to team friendship. “There are no 
cliques on the team; we’re all just 
one big family. There’s no back-
stabbing, we’re all just friends and 
it’s really nice to have that this year. 
That helps us to work better on the 

relationship with the team and the 
girls, your communication is better 

that positivity going,” she says.
The Warriors faced two close 

losses as they played Fremont and 

score of 2-1.  However, the War-

against Roy.
With a season record of 12 wins, 

2 losses and 1 tie, the Warriors ad-
vanced to the playoffs. 

against Syracuse and in the quar-

Diego High School. Warriors won 

in a shootout after a score of 1-1. 

played in the championship against 
Davis at Rio Tinto on Oct. 23. 

-
onship game, Davis player Olivia 

-
kayla Colohan, who made the goal. 
The Warriors fought hard but were 
ultimately defeated in the cham-

straight State Championship. 
“Ending the season only losing 

three games says a lot about this 
team,” says Coach Felipe Diaz. 
“I’m tremendously proud of every 

Every single one was a big part of 
what we accomplished. They made 
history in the school, and they will 

continue with the progress.”
Kendell plays center mid on the 

Weber High team and has been 
a member of the team for all four 
years of her high school career. She 
says, “I’ve played soccer my entire 
life, for as long as I can remember.” 

“First of all, I love the relation-
ships that you make with the team 
and the girls and the coaches,” says 
Kendell.

Kendell says the team works
well when they have a goal to work 
towards together, “and the goal is 
to win the game or to win State or 
to win the tournament, and the best 
part of that is working up towards 
it.”

“Sometimes the trainings and 
conditionings can be hard, but it all 
pays off,” she adds.

Though practices are hard, they 
are not the hardest part of soccer, 
according to Kendell. “It’s always 
hard to lose a game after you’ve 
worked really, really hard, and the 
team was doing really, really well, 
but for some reason, we just didn’t 
end up winning.” 

For Diaz, “The hardest part of 
coaching is whether you have to cut 
players or not play them as much 
as they would want, but honesty is 
the best policy. Otherwise, you’re 
not helping anyone: the person, the 
team or yourself.” 

Diaz has been coaching soccer 
for 15 years. Although he enjoys 
winning, it is not his favorite part 
of coaching.

“The winning is always great, 
and there is much to be learned 
from losing, but it’s nowhere near 
as satisfying as having a player tell 
you how much fun she had, or see-
ing them do what you have been 
practicing during the week. That’s 
the best: seeing their progress!” 
says Diaz.

Diaz adds, “Especially for the 
younger players, I have always 
felt a responsibility to create fun 
and lasting memories - win, lose or 
draw.” 

Roylance, who plays outside 
defender, has been playing soc-
cer since she was six and has fond 
memories of this team. She says, 
“I love playing soccer with all my 
friends. It’s my passion; I live for it. 
It’s just what I love to do.” 

Her favorite thing about the team 
was “how strong we are.” Even 
when the other team scores, “we al-
ways come back, and get back at it 

being part of a team is really cool,” 
Kendell says, adding, “The game 
itself is just fun, to be able to use 
your feet and to make the plays 
happen.”

____________________________

By Jonathan Sparks
Staff Reporter
____________________________

“It’s a well-deserved, overdue 
award,” says Coach Macfarland. 
“He’s a great person and athletic 
director.”

WHS athletic director Coach Pe-
terson will be receiving an award 
for his service at Weber High. He 
has been at Weber for 25 years and 
athletic director for 12 years.

The award will be given to him 

High School Association. This as-
sociation is based in Indianapolis 
and is the national leadership or-
ganization for high school sports 

they have created rules and ran 
competing sports for high schools. 

schools, 11 million participants and 
more than 7.7 million sports in high 
schools.

-
ally given to outstanding athletic 
directors. The organization recog-
nizes directors’ contributions to 
interscholastic athletics at the local, 
state and national levels. State as-
sociations nominate athletic direc-

Board of Directors approves recipi-

were chosen nationally.
Peterson’s decision to be an edu-

cator started when he was young. “I 
have always enjoyed it; I grew up 
wanting to teach,” Peterson says. 
“I grew up with a family of educa-
tors.” Although he says “hours are 

long and there is no easy part  about 
teaching,” he likes his job. “I never
know what’s going to happen each
day,” he adds.

Peterson’s favorite aspect about
his job is being able to associ-
ate with the coaches and students. 
His favorite sports are football and
wrestling. His fondest memories 
are also about sports: winning state
in wrestling and football. 

Along with his work at Weber, 
Peterson has done multiple jobs
for the Utah Interscholastic Ath-
letic Administrators Association.

hosted several state playoff games
at WHS. He’s served on appeals
hearings as requested by the state
association and worked with build-
ing preparations for state wrestling 

was ADEC (Athletic Director Edu-
cator Council) committee member
and awards committee member 

-

Administrators).
All of this information will be

put on a sport’s bibliography at the

Conference where they will an-
nounce all the award recipients.

Richard Barton, from the UIAAA 
nominated Coach Peterson. Coach
Peterson will receive the Citation 
of Service award in December.

“This is something earned for
numerous years of service,” says 
WHS Principal Wardle. “He’s a 
nice guy. Who doesn’t like him?” 

Photos by Ashtyn Parmley

Photo by Kaitlyn Henderson
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Sophomore
sets state
record in
5-A golf
tournament

99c/

remorseful to leave their team

Record breaking Connor Howe owes his success to his golf 
instructor and teammates.

Warrior golfer and a senior, 
Jackson Hall practiced his 
swing, so he was ready for 
the season.

Taking time after school at 
the White Barn golf course, 
senior Tyler Chugg worked 
on improving his game and 
helping his team.

___________________________

By Natalie Andrus
Assistant to the Chief
___________________________

Since 2009, Utah had a state 
record of 63 in 10-under for golf. 
But this record is now beat. Connor 
Howe, sophomore, is now the 5A 
Utah State Champion for golf with 
his score of 62. 

“I hit three perfect shots on the 

be a good day,” Howe said. “After 

-
ing for a 59.” However a bogey 

Howe had eagles on holes eight and 
eleven, and seven birdies on the 

October. 
To add to his accomplishments, 

it was raining all afternoon of the 
tournament which some players 
feel is a disadvantage. However, 
Howe said, “I use the rain to my 

Howe also said at the start of the 
tournament, he was both worried 
and excited. “I hardly slept, but I 

round of golf, which I believe helps 
me do my best… I had expected to 
play well, but I’m not sure I thought 
I would do well enough to win by 
one shot.”

According to Howe, it’s reward-

paying off, and “it’s great to have 
won. This is what I wanted. This is 

with the same golf instructor, Boyd 
Summerhays, for the past two years 
in order to improve, and he credits 
him for his success. 

When preparing for a game, 
Howe expressed the importance 

prepared to physically play golf, 
your mentality is really important. 
Knowing that you as a player are 
good enough, to do this helps to 
play as well as possible. And when 
you get proven right, it’s very re-
warding.”

“I love the sense of accomplish-
ment that you get after you do 
something you and others are proud 

love to play golf,” added Howe. He 

between him and the other players 
on his team. 

“We cheer for each other, are 
there for each other and lift each 

of players.” Howe also told about 

how even though golf is more of an 
individual-based sport than some, 
being part of a team teaches one a 

for each other.”
On that note, Howe pressed 

the importance of supporting 
the school’s other sports teams. 
Whether with the golf team or with 

games and showing school spirit. 

helped me grow as a person, too,” 
Howe said. “It’s taught me to be pa-
tient with myself. I’ve learned that 
it’s worth it to be diligent, always 
give my all, and never give up.” 

next season, Howe added, “We all 

and it’s no different for me with 

bored while I’m practicing.”
“I plan to continue improving.

Maybe I’ll beat my own record with 
a lower score,” Howe said with a 
laugh. On a more serious note, he 

what else I can accomplish?” 

____________________________

By Natalie Andrus
Assistant to the Chief
____________________________

There are many high school 
sports during the fall season, but 
one that isn’t typically thought of is 
boys’ golf. Weber’s team ended its 
season in October, but it was not a 
forgettable one. 

-

team members were impressed by 
the “sheer talent” the team had as a 

against Varsity.” 
-

nior, said that shows Warrior talent 
was against Riverside where every-
one on the team scored in the 70s. 
“Our scores were good, but we also 
had a really good energy that day 
as a team and as individual golfers. 

as well as we did,” he said.
“To be honest, the only low mo-

four shots,” Chugg said. “We had 

“It was a little bit of a let down 
when we didn’t win state,” Ma-
son added, “but we all played very 
well, and we did win region which 
was our goal.” 

“We might not have won,” 
Chugg said about state, “but it was 
still a great meet for us. Personal 
score goals were met, and some of 
us got our best scores ever. Connor 

was really awesome.” 

out of the three years earlier, so it 
was time,” Mason added. “It’s also 
always fun to play against Fremont 
because the team gets so excited. 
Part of the high school sports ex-
perience is that moment of triumph 
after winning a game, and it’s re-
ally evident when you’re playing 
your school’s rival school.” 

Chugg was also impressed by 
the team’s perseverance at region. 
“This last season we were aiming 
for region championships,” Chugg 
told.  The team’s goals for the fu-
ture are similar to this last year: to 
win the region tournament in order 
to compete on the state level. 

Both Chugg and Mason ex-
pressed remorse over leaving the 
school’s team as they are seniors. 
Chugg said, “I want to play golf in 
college. I love the game, and I am 
not willing to give it up.” Chugg 

-
dividual than some sports. Even if 

am on a team, then it’s always nice
to share in the victory with others.”

“Golf is a game you can play for 
years, which is part of the appeal,”

after you’ve played well, and you

Mason also told the importance
of maintaining one’s composure
when playing golf. Chugg agreed,
saying, “The most important thing
about being a golfer is that you al-

focused.”
“Golf has been really good for

-
ally say when it comes to watch-
ing,”

Mason added with a laugh, “but

it before you try it. And you’ll nev-

much as we do.”

Photos by Baylee Howe

Photo by Destanie Setzer

“I hit three per-
fect shots on the 

know it was going 
to be a good day.”

“Part of the high 
-

perience is that 
moment of tri-

umph after win-
ning a game.”

2015
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Life’s busy and when you’re juggling school, work, friends, 
family, and whatever else comes your way, the grind can be 
real. With all that going on, you shouldn’t have to worry 
about your finances, too. That’s where America First Credit 
Union comes in.

We can hook you up with:
• Free Checking & Online Bill Pay
• Easy-to-manage Savings Accounts
• 24/7 Access with Our Mobile App
• Low Rates on Auto & Personal Loans
• The Chance to Establish & Build Credit
• Tons More!

So whether you’re just getting the hang of handling your own 
cash, or you’ve already got some serious financial skills, the 
smart money’s always at America First.

1-800-999-3961  ||  americafirst.com
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Football season ends for Warriors
___________________________

By
Sports Editor
___________________________

“We all had our ups and downs,” 
says senior quarterback Cameron 
Mortenson.

Even though the Warrior football 
team had hoped for more victories 
this season, they did show deter-
mination to succeed with three 
wins this season. They averaged 
just over 200 yards passing and 
120 yards rushing per game. They 
also averaged 28 points per game. 
Unfortunately, the Warriors also al-
lowed nearly 36 points per game. 
Mortenson says, “I had fun playing 
with the guys, and we played our 
hardest to give ourselves the best 
chance we could.” 

For Coach Hammer, this is his 
third year working with the team, 
so he has watched the seniors im-
prove with each season. “They 

with; the expectations had settled 
in,” he says. “They understand the 
committment and how hard it is to 
win.”

Even though he will miss the 
leaving seniors, he knows they 

are better prepared for their future. 
“They will be better men with ac-
countability, leadership and integ-
rity. They know how to rely on oth-
ers to help become successful and 
how to embrace the grind of life in 
a better way,” he adds.

There were several key players 
this season who improved on their 
game and goals. Mortenson threw 
for 1,600 yards and was the sec-
ond leading rusher with 272 yards. 
Hammer appreciated Mortenson’s 
leadership and competitive spir-
it.

“Cam is a great guy; he is always 
positive, and he keeps us moving,” 
says Garrett Hoyt, senior.

Running back Hoyt ran for 438 

yards a carry. Mortenson says, 
“Garrett is a force on both offense 
and defense. He is the defensive 
captain and he helped keep the 
team together.” 

Junior wide receiver Brevin 
Dean also came up big this year. 
Dean averaged 103 yards a game 
and 27 yards a reception. “Brevin is 
one of the best receivers I have ever 
played with. He can create separa-
tion and get open better than any-
one I know,” Mortenson says. Dean 

also returned a 97 yard kickoff for a 
touchdown against Kearns in their 

“The kickoff I returned for a 
touchdown was my favorite play 
of the year. I just saw a hole and 
ran as hard as I could. The blocking 
was there and everything fell into 
place,” says Dean.

Dean was also in the athlete 
spotlight of the Standard Exam-
iner. Dean had a high yard average 
of catches per game. He was able 
to catch a pass of 40 yards or more 

-
son. Coach Hammer credits Dean’s 
speed and ability to escape defend-
ers.

Hammer also liked Levi Nye’s, 
a two year starter, determination. 
“He was an anchor, hard nosed, 
and he wouldn’t let you down. He 
showed how we work and how to 
be successful. I’m very proud of 
him, too,” said Hammer.

Bonneville, 37-29. Mortenson 
-

down passes and rushed 75 yards. 
Mortenson’s passes were com-
pleted by Hoyt, Brandt Opheikens, 
Dean and Wyatt Berdinner. Also 
assisting with the Warrior win over 
the Lakers were Dean, who brought 
in four passes for 169 yards, and 
Hoyt, who had an interception 
which was the only turnover in the 
game.

“My favorite game was against 
Bonneville, for sure. Everybody 
came together and played a great 
game against one of our rivals and 
we left with a win,” says Morten-
son.

Weber also shined during their 
games against Kearns with a 49-
42 win and a 42-7 win against 

Mortenson had 358 yards passing 
and four touchdown passes. When 

Mortenson had 202 yards passing 
and the Warriors rushed for 254 
yards, doubling their average per 
game. “Cameron can throw the 
ball deep, and I can get open,” says 
Dean.

With the season over and gear 

stowed for next season, the War-
riors continue their determination 
when it comes to improving their 
game. “Even though we didn’t do 
as well as we hoped we would do, 
I saw some great potential from 

some of the under classmen who 
should bring Weber some wins next 
year,” said Mortenson. 

Hammer wants next year’s 
team to be smarter and better pre-
pared.

On Dec. 7, the next year’s season
preparations begin as Hammer will
work with fundamentals to build
a “smarter and tougher team.” He

-
dence.”


